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Thisisaplain setting of the hymn "Wenn wir in hochsten Néthen sein” which isthe basis for both the choral prelude
of the sametitle (in the 'Little Organ Book') and the fantasia"Vor deinem Thron" - which follows on page 2.
The fantasiawas dictated by JSB from his deathbed. It has been suggested that the motifs from the hymn tune
(which Bach uses in the accompanying parts of the fantasia) fit the alternative words to the hymn tune:

Vor deinen Thron tret” ich hiermit,
0 Gott und dich demiitig bitt:
wend’ dein genédig angesicht

vor mir betriibtem Stinder nicht.
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