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THE ERL-KING'S DAUGHTER

(AFTER OLD DANISH LEGENDS)

THE ENcLisH VERSION BY Miss Louisa VANCE

PROLOGUE.

At eve, Sir Oluf reined up his steed ;
The dewy mist gently falling,
The flow’rs’ fragrant sighing, the
freshening mead,
To thoughts of rest were calling.

He threw himself down on the Erl-
king’s mound,
His eyelids in slumber soon closing ;
And then came a group of fair maids
around,
Who gazed on him there reposing.

One bent and caress’d him ; another
spake,
And thus to him whispered sweetly,

Wake up, oh youth ! my.love, awake !
And join in dancing fleetly.

They murmur'd a song of melody rare
That hushed the streamlet glitt’-
ring ;
Calm and still was the evening air,
But distant birds were twitt'ring.

It was well for him the wak'ning

sound
Of cock-crow was heard shrilly
ringing ;
Else had he slept on the Erl-king’s
mound

For aye, while damsels were singing.

PART 1

Chorus.

The sun in Ocean sinks to rest,
The ev'ning bird is singing.

Haste on, oh morn, for Oluf blest
His wedding day in-bringing.

Oluf.

Bring forth my fleet, sure-footed steed,
With golden trappings deck him !

Yet one more wedding guest I need,
I forth must go to seek him,

Oluf’s Mother.
My son!

The ev'ning shadows onward stride,
Day’s orb will soon be hidden ;
Why rid’st thou forth at eventide?

What guest hast thou not bidden?

Oluf.

I must from hence—the ev’ning calm
But mocks my inward anguish ;
‘Oh morning! wilt thou bring the balm

For which my heart doth languish?

Chorus.
The sun in Ocean, &c.
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Song.—Oluf.

When thro’ the meadows of tender
green
I see the streamlet wander,
Then turns my heart to its gentle
Queen,
And on hersweet charmsdol ponder,

When, 'mid the ripened fields, I see,
With corn, bright flowers growing,

Then her blue eyes seem present to me
"Neath tressesallgoldenand flowing.

But if by night thro’ the woods I go
When stars o'er the Erl-mound are
shining,
Then dark are the eyes that in fancy
I know,
Above them are raven locks twining.

The deepest wound may be healed
again,
Though deadly the hate that gave it;
And now this poor heart would seem
cleft in twain,
Can time from such torture save it ?

Bring forth my fleet, sure-footed steed,
With golden trappings deck him!




The Mother.

Oluf, keep far from the Erl-king's
mound !
O ride not forth at this witching hour,
Weird troops through the forest are
thronging.

Oluf.
Near the Erl-mound, all is hush’d and

still
Save cloud-wreaths idly sailing.

The Mother.

Thou knowest, my son, the Erl-king’s
pow'r,
True love he can turn to vain
longing.

Oluf.

Now forth, my steed, fly with goodwill,
(Oh cease, my heart, thy wailing !)

Chorus.

The black steed rushes, bespattered
with foam,
Over wastes where all track is
hidden,
Sir Oluf rides forth from hearth and
from home
To seek wedding guests yet un-
bidden.

To-morrow, while the bells all peal
and ring
We'll join the feast and gaily sing.

PART 1l

Song.—Oluf.

Night, thou art silent!—The moon
alone
Keeps watch, and o’er the thicket
glistens.—
A bird now warbles with sweetest
tone,
But ill may o’ertake him who listens.
A robe glitters there—'Tis gone again!
The air seems full of voices
That lull my sense, and my heart
enchain,
While yet beneath the spell it
rejoices !

Chorus of Erl-maidens.
Lightly through the wood are we
dancing!
Oluf.

Erl-maidens are singing, my senses
they capture ;

Oh quick, let me fly from the treach-
erous rapture !

Chorus of Evl-maidens.
Lightly through the wood are we
dancing !
Oluf.

Fair maidens dancing there I see,
The Erl-king’s Daughter now beckons
to me.
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The Erl-king's Daughter.

Oh welcome, Sir Oluf! why turn’st
thou from me?

Come, join in the dancing; we wait
but for thee.

Oluf.
I may not dance—I cannot stay,
To-morrow is my wedding day.
The Erl-king’s Daughter.
A silken robe I'll give thee—so white—
"Twas bleached by my mother in pale
moon-light !
Oluf.
Oh tempt me not with that sweet lay,
Though ’twere bliss to dance, I must
not stay !
The Erl-king's Daughter.
Hear me, Sir Oluf ! Dance gaily with
me,
This silver cuirass then give I to thee.
Oluf.
I may not dance-—I dare not stay,
To-morrow is my wedding day !
The Erl-king's Daughter,

Then if thou wilt not dance with me,
Pain and grief shall follow thee!




Oluf.

Ha! help me, Heav'n! she touches
me now !
What icy chill do I feel on my brow?

The Erl-king’s Daughter.

I laid my hand upon his head,
And down his cheek the blood streams
red !
(With Chorus.)

Sir Oluf, to-morrow art thou dead !

Oluf.

Now fly, good steed, if thou my life
wouldst save,

Else will the wedding morn break
sadly o’er my grave !

The Erl-king's Daughter and Chorus.

Ride home to thy sweetheart in robe
so red !
Sir Oluf, to-morrow art thou dead !

Oluf.

Now fly, good steed ! fly at thy best !
Death rides with me as wedding guest.

PART

Morning Hymn.

The sun now mounts the eastern sky,
To clouds bright hues he lends;
O’er sea and land, o'er mountains

high,
O’er man, his course he wends.

From Paradise, where first he rose,
He comes with blessings rare ;
The life and joy his light bestows,
Both high and low may share.

God’s own bright sun the world doth
fill
With joy and glorious light.
He soothing brings for ev'ry ill,
And chases sorrow’s night.

Song.—The Mothrr.

I watched before the castle gate

Till each pale star had vanished ;
The dread I felt for Oluf’s fate

All thought of sleep had banished.

My Oluf, what ails thee, that far from
thy home

(While trembles thy mother) at night
thou must roam ?

Chorus—Male Voices.
Fill high the cups with mead and

wine !
Maidens.
Oluf, why tarry from sweetheart
thine?
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The Mother.

And now appears the blushing morn,
From night’s embrace escaping.

Alas! the day, thus brightly born,
For me new grief is shaping.

My Oluf, what ails thee, that far from
thy home

(While trembles thy mother) at night
thou must roam ?

Chorus.
Fill high the cups, etc.

The Mother.
But from afar who rides so fast?
Who sounds from golden horn that

blast ?

Oh joy! my son returns!
The earth his charger spurns ;
With rapid swoop from yonder height
He mocks the eagle’s daring flight !

Chorus.

He madly rides, he homeward tears,
Sparks fly, and stones are crashing ;

The Mother.

Sir Oluf ! draw rein ! check thy speed-
ing!
Chorus.

See ! in his helm no plume he wears,
Gone is the shield bright flashing,
From golden spurs is the charger

bleeding !
Sir Oluf ! draw rein ! check thy speed-
ing !




The Mother.
Hear me, my son, oh tell me aright.
Why is thy cheek so ghastly white?
Oluf.

My cheek may well be ghastly white,
I dwelt in the Erl-king’s realm last
night.

The Mother.

But tell me, ;ny son, my fond heart’s

pride!
What shall I say to thy gentle bride ?
Oluf.
Oh say that my steed and my coursers
good
Have lured me to hunt in yonder
wood.

The Mother and Chorus.

Where are the guests after whom thou
hast ridden?

Oluf.

But one saw the morn, of all those I
had bidden.
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The Mother and Chorus.
And who is so faithful, the tryst thus
keeping ?
Oluf.
The chill of death, o’er my heart
slowly creeping !
The Mother and Chorus.

Help us, oh Heav’n, in our sorrow and
dread !

He sinks—turns pale —Sir Oluf is
dead !

EPILOGUE.

Then, youths, if through the wood you
ride,
When night repose is bringing,

Turn from the Erl-king’s mound
aside,
Though songs through the air be
ringing.

Danger will ever him betide
Who heeds the Erl-maidens’ singing!




16821

Chorus

Chorus
Duet (Baritone and Alto) %

Song for Baritone

Duet (Baritone and Alto)
Chorus

Song for Baritone

Female Chorus

Baritone Solo

Scene for Soprano, Bari-
tone and Chorus

Morning Hymn (Chorus)
Air for Alto

Male Chorus

Duet (Alto and Baritone)
Chorus

Chorus

INDEX

PROLOGUE PAGE

Sir Oluf rein’d up his steed I
PART 1
The sun in Ocean sinks to rest 8

Bring forth my fleet, sure-footed steed (O/uf) 13
My son, the evening shadows (7%e Mother) 14
When thro’ the meadows of tender green

(Oluf) 20
Bring forth my fleet, sure-footed steed 24
The black steed rushes, bespattered with

foam 28

PART II
Night, thou art silent (O/xf) 36
Lightly through the wood ( 7%e Erl-maidens) 40
Erl-maidens are singing (O/xf) 41

O welcome, Sir Oluf ! (Erl-king's Daughter) 44

PART III
The sun now mounts the eastern sky 57
I watched before the castle gate ( 7%e Mother) 61
Fill high the cups with mead and wine 63
Hear me, my son ( Z%e Mother, Oluf) 73
Where, where are the guests 75
EPILOGUE

Then, youths, if thro’ the wood you ride 79

vil







The Erl-king’s Daughter.

Prologue.
Niels W. Gade. Op. 30.

Ajuiantino.(J.: 48)%) ' T
ﬁeugﬁn —T T T {
y A~ A 8 ) - - Y
R 4.0 W ¢ EHLAMEY ©) .
ANE 4 (@]
SU i
. e
Piano. P ;b’ J ,h =
I Timp. | h h'
et e W Cp
k¢ A o ] 1Y T I¥ L§ T 14 8 11
o o’ - * ;# o ¥ 1
rp .

1

3 2 1) 1
»
h o i f 11 | —. = —e—]

T T r |4 ' r 1 |4
At eve, Sir O-luf rein'd up his steed; The dew-y mist gen -tly
TN T
- T N U : )
LY. - N e e S N VN S
b ;j‘fﬂ__‘_j_;_ii__ A ™ S—— S

%————@—‘/‘—\ p/’————\ ———— t?:_\ p—-@:
S ays sl il F W el P

T
I

-
~

*)The Metronome times were added by the Composer in London, in 1832.

16821



= = r
S we— — o —_— > ot e — —
1L 1 17 1
. s o R r ro . T
fall -ing,The flowrs fragrantsighing,the freshen-ing mead, To thoughts of rest were
R4 - R — P
AT PN . 1 1 T N N e T 1. — i 4 ) ]
T I 11 | N | It N I\ N N T 13 N 4 11 1 | N |
™ 1 IR} Al o 1 1 AN | 1 1 I AT |
g e ! i e L —
fall-ing,The flow'rs'fragrant sighingjthe freshen-ing mead, To thoughts of rest were
Nk g 4 \ :___7_:—- P i | A
THU.ﬂl = ) e
- A L1 1 14 14 L/ 1/ b0 .4 - 17 "4 1 Y 11 - Al ha il
J VT 22N r— ! }
fall-ing,THe flowrs fragrant sighing,the freshen-ing mead, To thoughtsof rest were
a7y -I<L ?-L 4 A p
: . T 1y S NI N AN 1 l'\l } F ‘ . ! l
{1
1

) . 1) 1
L 4 1 Y 1

T T 4

I L T T
fall -ing,The flowrs’ g'agrant sighing,the freshen-ing mead, To thoughtsof rest were

—\ i

-

PITE. " ! | Y .

0 PIITI i N ]
I | O S N ) . M L 14 i | ) 17 1 A |
¢ . r-vr r r.ry v T o] {i

call-ing; He threwhimselfdown on the Erl-kings mound,His
YR, P L
Pz Nl — | | = 1 i N i — A 3 T e i A ]
L 4 Ak o WY - 4 B! T o 1 - 1 ®. YK | 1 1. NN 1. N T 1 1.Y 1 EAW |
b o 1 1 1 ry I f 1 IR 1y IR A N L N 1 1 i P |
: 1 = J e e e —e3 L
. . . Y .
call-ing; He threwhimselfdown on the Erl-kings mound,His
Y & " p I A 4 A N
Z Al 1 T N | 131 N A Y o —
| L T W . Y, - Y, 7 NN T g 1N [ g 11 1
1. 11 £ AP AP~ 0 A A SR AR IV A M. A AN
& —— — e ==
call-ing; He threwhimself down onthe Erl-king’s mound,His
- I - — p.
".l.' o a I~ & & &N & & & ¥ ¥ &8
2T A i & 11 ] SR Y LA ail
h o DU + - X 1 § N - A A Y 17 17 71 )74 | 2 17 1 A |
T | 4 L4 |4 Yy 7 ¥ T y T L4 .
call-ing; He threwhimself down on the Erl-king’s mound His

VRN L | | r"j"ﬂ L N | N

:?.,'EJ’ = = ———7

P

—~
-

16821



&«

19X

eye-lids in slumber soon clos -ing;And thencame a group of fair maids aroundWho

=
o~ ‘i /’;1 >
PYR.# :‘ A N .b __.L; . /:’———534 7
B” AP\ .4 e 1 A | L2 ]
W .G ) P a8 & a & o 1
f 4. W1 - - - > - s ¥ & 5 .
%JV F 8 o oot ‘P l T T Y
\‘,___;1 ]::::j w— e
\_// b —
e m
) ? ——
53 5 e m—_ = .= m
e E 1 =L -
pd P . |
- 1 ] 3 Y3 :I[ - i [ 2 Y N i
. - = —+ - L 2]
< ¥ r v
gazd on him there re - pos - ing. One
gu#' P T T T ]
s 4 N + k—1 T v o - o J 1
L 3 N Ay 1 17T T Vi g ] A} 1Y |
< Is. é I 7 # é—r 1 ) ‘ T 1 i]\] 1
gaz'd on him there re - pos - ing. One
L4 Hx -p 1 i I\ T T - T
0 ) - ] T - 1 ¢ o ¢
NS 74 17 %] e L 1 1 TP - } —{ * L= ﬁ ]
J r Y T | |4
gazd on him there re - pos - ing. One
. p " L
0 . | I~ 1 1 i N N 1
o | - . 1 r 1 b I K J [ THK ) T |
LS B | IV 9] 1 ) I R . | P I 1 T Y A a1
b ! Fl 'V F ¥ 17 - 1 1 -. 1
' gaz'd on him there re - pos - ing. One
RN //’:—‘_———\ [ |
i Py ol = 7 &= P>
1 o —
P — — —_— ——
4 S
__Fj P | . _
0 W= T
. L M)
Wb s 4 1 T o |74 -
7 I’ !7 el L

L
e
-

16821



JYE.Y

=] ] o
T N A
M D 5 [
(=4 (=21 (="
1 N ¥ l
w w
Wzl 2
g 5 [lellg
m 4] m m
2 e - N -
((.m m er
S iy S |er 8 T
@ LH @ | 2
NE M 2 (e 3
H P HH Y HH
M=IEPE N ~ ]
<+ =] NI &
DrA iv A 8! A
- o
< & L] S
AR K
LS AT ST B
&[] &
L L
A ﬂ .\l..- ﬂ i H
1 f 1
S e e LUl S
s e B B
8 L L L
] 1 !
oo H | =
)| S e S| &
s E [111% E el E
= = =]
L Y i
M2 T 2 T 2
) ® ©
e Pan M |4 M
N ST S S
A= Ll < k=
=] P74 =]
5 < b
-2 L] .y -
S [ Te S Tel &
= =) =]
A 8]
~hFF 2] E
o TNER TNER

Iy
N
o &
hd

|

thus

—

to him whis - perd

lYJ
And

F——
er spake,

F—
an - oth -

?
’d him

14 17
f Y
and gcaress
S 4

.

y
be

Facawsarscs

d

)

Py

dolce

P

2 LRl e EMV 2
« S Tl = -
< < 7] <
-— m -— Ml -—
. jr‘m 4 PR Wana
-3 -2 B
] l&\./ 1 1
N 171 < ™ <
o o @
.j%w a3 Nell3
— — —
tlet] padd RN
By V:knw.. >
g E N3 E
= S A =
S HiiLEE 3
= > S
R
hm 17 & -m. - .m
E tn
& Ny & [eth S
1 et
ﬂWm@. ..n.wm..nWaﬂ..InUI nWa
ta Y
ST B eN>
iPan 1
1 h 1 ﬁl?.
® ®
® 153 ®
) 3 z
3 17 n
w

t

swee

J::ﬁ
stuacce.

1 Jx.i T
|| e © [
&[T N TTRERIRE:
i Jod o4
uT N o~
B el
RENERERR AR Ll
1 1 '
] ' 1
AL BALLL g 1]
C YRR N 2
< L G b
llTj -1 =
-+ |
S i Ny
1 ] L]
(&4 [&] (&)
N e L M m..
- k=] o
.ﬁurmxk N .m. ne m
Ml.
£
.| & '8
o
&
———

&

el

hnbinParalinifin

dim.

D

né b

ra XX, 2R
ht " TPh474
7 rnw

16821



5

5 1 —
- 7 M . S :
? i - 1 _V' : Jl ll 1 ’ 1
- murd a song of me-lo-dy rare ’I‘hat husi’d the streamlet
X T _——
17 1 i T DR R | 1Y 11 )| l; + { l\ Jr?l N
1 é" é #’ 1 e‘ 7T
- murd a song of me-lo-dy rare That hush’d the streamlet
=% 1 =
@-L II T l
" — )
) r 'I> )
- murd a song of me- lo-dy rare_That hushd the streamlet
![ T - ]l l I\ “——‘-:R ]
/8 14 :E 1/ 117 [ /] V4 1 } é é‘l =‘I ‘fl}fi
4 14 T 14 r 14 T i
- murd a song of me-lo-dy rare That hush'd the streamlet
>
o~ N £ . ——————
- 1 S 1 -
R A R A A —%L——— P
L]
T, 24
L ’ — -
S ¥ o
LT LA |
ki s O °) Y (Y] o (2 o L7 P 2 1 H“‘-‘?‘“
T et i = i [ v 7 | el 7.
| 1 I T v
= y P U I ; A\ \ B E—
. ) I N 1 AL AL 1 Y T N T 1
+ ; ‘It T ‘I 'l { ! !T 1 1 . T
l\.‘gf T % ) S 1 1'1 !r/ }
glitt - 'ring Calm and still was the ev-ning air, But dis-tant birds were
4 u.#q i X = Lo i T N - N— W =+ — A
. — Y T 1 '] 1 N 1 1 IAY
) =g ) . ) . ;
4 glitt-ring; Calm and still was the ev-ning air, But dis-tant birds were
4 ° X % I { [ IH. H H I
L 4 —1—1 ¥—t r¥—
S 1 Y A —F— 1 r 2
ghtt_’rmg; alm and still was the ev-ning air, But dis-tant birds were
i 3.1 I\ | A I\ | I\ -
L 1 T » 1 ¥ r' y—1
glitt - 'ring; Calm and still was the ev-ning air, But d1s tant blrds were
out, & B 7 g
1 1 ] Jd.
N . (/K] /70 —1
r~§ orese_——
e P [
i —1H 1 .
I T 1 R4 L] VA
o q 14 Y
*
T 1 4 i |
3 = e
ﬂ 1 1 'I lVl }
t was
-4 ﬂumi 1 + T T T T3 eI{ ]
e —— = = i H
S ks o } 1 1 1 1 [ri 1
) It was
¥ T | P Y f }
— = - - S
1 5 ) | 1 1a] ¥
Jt wla(\s
T ' T3 ]
1 - 1 - 1 - X S & 17 1] }
T —+ e —— — |
. > It was
. < >
i- .§ EEASTE 5,
: . 9 e, = |
b] I a T | [
i T " -
= ¥+ ¥
N AL & &
o S ——
7.y s a’- -
R .
i A &
Kad. > =%




— P
" 1 p e~ A 1 1 i
g g ve 3 — ] N A AL L N D1 i 1 }
. SLE, » GF ~ 2N AR 5 T . S o 1Y & ] . (Y IN N
L. I L AP D BN D Y DR KA DR L Y A
1 | 4 VA 171 VA 17 1]
J M I 14 1 =="3
well for him the wak’ning sound Of  cock-crow was heard shrilly ring- ing,
R, :1: N N p —IT L
v i — N~ N—N—hk—F— ]
[ o |=_._l- &7 1 1 7 T y A N1 1 h 1Y J) Y 1AW l. ) S A |
ry) i - — i — § p— 5 — —4
well for him the wak’ning sound Of cock- crow washeard shrilly ring- ing,
 # 5 ° IT f— 4
AR°Y o BN N ) B A ) S | N 1 - |
W A W T DA B A N Py
1 .=‘-l-_—'_-—'—-__'—l_- F—1 3 _'-!—;— B +—+ = F ]
) T ! 4 7 ¥ Y I T
well for him the wak’ning sound Of cock-crow was heard shrilly ring - ing,
P ——— T
P ———— A .
' L7 N e k R"H —f® 1
P—b— +—
s 1 } "{ 7U } ]% '7 - I {7 ';l ? |4 4 'V . - —

well for him the wak’ning sound Of cock- crow was heard shrilly 1ing- ing,

| I 4 I
IL 1 N1 J 1 K&

T t K

T 1 W — T N T i A | I ! 1
. . LA T D [
v

Else had he slept on the Erl - kings mound__. For aye, while

fd
»
Ao

a5

For aye, while

— T
T
17 +—+ T ]
14 r Y ¥ ~t Y
Else had he slept on the Erl- kings mound__ For aye, while
ll\ga #- T. . 1 N ‘} . '[. jf. ! D 1 ‘i. %];:.E_—“i
© : : : 3 i = 0
1L h:E - F w3Ts
rp 5= dim. V4
; _‘_E - 1 —— 4
D 1 e, = ! = gt
2 %w . L . . g‘; s =‘ s 1. q.
= ¥ e = 7 I v
\ ~————

16821 \



9

sing -

were

- sels

sing

r

were

- sels

1)

sing -

y 4

were

-~ sels

o:

t
- sels

were

dam-

‘N
1
T

' 7. 1

f -]

)

ing.

Lo

'L-;

o3l

) Y

14

o lo

v
Ko,

16821



Part I.
NO 1. “The sun in ocean sinks to rest?

Chorus.

Allegro moderato ma vivace.(
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N? 6. “Oh welcome.”
Scene for Soprano, Baritone and Chorus.
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