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THE SPELL OF THE FOREST (Dubrava)

Forest, green forest, so dear to my heart,

Thou dear mother forest with tresses so
green,

Why art thou rustling, sadly murmuring?

Dost thou fear a wild tempest gathering?

From the forest the birds have flown,

No more in the branches their song is heard,
Save for the cuckoo’s distant and lonely call,
Spelling evil, and laden with prophecy.

Cuckoo, thou lonely one, where is thy home?

Why hast thou not built thee a shelt’ring
nest?

Like to a maiden, wilful and fancy-free,

Scorning the shelter that mating would offer
her. :

Yet our dear mother forest is wide.

She has many nests that are empty and free.

All through the storm they stand waiting in
readiness,

And a haven they offer to straying birds.

English version by Deems Taylor and Kurt Schindler.

This Russian Folksong is contained in Rimsky-Kérsakoff’s opera “Pskovitianka” (the Girl
from Pskov, better known as “Ivan the Terrible”). In its poignant melody it expresses the solemn,
awe-inspiring vastness of the forest primeval, its silence before the storm. The cuckoo’s call seems
here to the Russian peasant a mournful, evil-foreboding one, and ever so many of their folksongs
contain references to the sad lament of the Kukashetchka or Zozlilya. Both in words and in music
this song shows a striking resemblance to certain Welsh and Irish songs of Celtic origin. This parallel

is, of course, purely accidental, but it bears witness to the fact that there are essential similarities
in the Celt and the Slav soul.
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No. 6668 The Spell of the Forest 10 cents net

“Dubrava”
Free setting for Mixed Chorus
after a Russian Folksong
English version by from the opera
Deems Taylor and Kurt Schindler “Pskovitianka” (Ivan the Terrible)

of Rimsky-Korsakoff,

by Kurt Schindler
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Folk-Songs of Russia in

Choral Settings
By KURT SCHINDLER

Mixed Voices
THREE HUMOROUS PART-SONGS:
6688 The Three Cavaliers (Po. or harp ad lib.), with
Sopr. solo
6669 Little Duck in the Meadow (a cappella)
6670 The Goldfinch’s Wedding (Po. ad lib.)

THREE MELODIES FROM OPERAS BY RIMSKY-
KORSAKOFF:
6666 Amongst the Berries (harp, clarinet and flute
acc.)
6667 Farewell, Carnival! (Po. ad lib.)
6668 The Spell of the Forest (Po. or harp ad lib.)

TWO TRADITIONAL YIDDISH MELODIES (with

English version):

6690 Eili, Eili (a cappella), with Mezzo-Sopr. solo
6689 Avrahm, Avrahm! (a cappella)

6694 Dunya, a Danube Song (a cappella), with Alto
solo

6691 Vasilissa the TFFair (a cappella), with Sopr. solo

Women’s Voices (4 parts)
6692 Vasilissa the Fair (Po. acc.), with Sopr. solo
6693 The Three Cavaliers (Po. acc.), with Sopr. solo

Men’s Voices (4 parts)

6665 The Prisoner in the Caucasus (a cappella)
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