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Teacher Dear

Thomas Robertson

SCENE: Tables and chairs arranged for the OLDER CHILDREN.
There is a telephone on one of the tables.
There is also a notebook on one of the tables.
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Enter VAN DRIVER and OLDER CHILDREN with back packs.
OLDER CHILDREN (on so-mi, waving to VAN DRIVER): Thank you.

VAN DRIVER smiles and waves, exits.

OLDER CHILDREN take their places at the tables,
either strapping the back packs on the chairs or putting them on the floor,
except for two students practicing karate moves on each other.

A boy pulls a girl's pigtail.

The girl strikes back, saying, "Stop it!*

The boy laughs.
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[SOME CHILDREN look at watches.]
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ONE CHILD (speaking): That's only the birds outside
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ONE CHILD (speaking): That's only the neighbor's telephone.
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(ALL look under tables, under chair, in bookbags for source of the sound.)
ONE CHILD (speaking): But that's not the neighbor's telephone?
What is it!
CHILD CLOSEST TO TELEPHONE (speaking): Oh! It's our telephone!
[picks up the receiver]
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CHILD CLOSEST TO TELEPHONE (speaking, continued):

Oh, hello! We were wondering where you were. . .

Oh. You're held up in traffic?

We'll wait for you. See you then.

[hangs up the telephone. OTHER STUDENTS are looking intently at
CHILD CLOSEST TO TELEPHONE.]

There's no telling when she'll be here.
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This work was written for an English school in Korea.
For other purposes, this number can be adapted or omitted.

12 (yeon-pil) = pencil

A 9-71 (ji-u-gae) = eraser

3} (hwa-jang-sheel) = restroom
QF 1. o] (an bo-yeo) = I can't see.

of| i T} (ye-bbeu-da) = pretty

% 2]t} (meot-ji-da) = handsome
A+ &) (sa-rang-hae) =1 love you.
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FIRST SUBSTITUTE
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FIRST SUBSTITUTE:

[picks up a notebook from the table and looks in the notebook.]
Oh! He/She left some notes!

He/She was going to teach us about numbers.

So let's sing the number song.
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Teach - er, Teach - er, don't you know Ko -re - a:;? This is  not a Ko - re - an class.
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FIRST SUBSTITUTE:
[looks in notebook]
Let's see now. What's next?

ANOTHER CHILD:
Hey! That's not fair!
You weren't supposed to be the only teacher?

FIRST SUBSTITUTE:
What? We didn't agree on that!

[pause] Oh, all right. Someone else take my place.
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[ALL except FIRST SUBSTITUTE play scissors-rock-paper.
14 SECOND SUBSTITUTE wins.]



[FIRST SUBSTITUTE passes notebook to SECOND SUBSTITUTE.]

[ALL except FIRST SUBSTITUTE play scissors-rock-paper.

SECOND SUBSTITUTE wins.]
It says here that a phonics lesson is next.

SECOND SUBSTITUTE:
So let's sing the phonics song.

Thank you.
[looks in notebook]
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Look! [child's name] is asleep!
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Then let's sing him/her a nice lullaby
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OTHER CHILDREN laugh.]
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SECOND SUBSTITUTE(speaking):
It's time for someone else to do the honors now.
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[ALL except FIRST SUBSTITUTE and SECOND SUBSTITUTE
play scissors-rock-paper. THIRD SUBSTITUTE wins.]
[SECOND SUBSTITUTE passes notebook to THIRD SUBSTITUTE.]
THIRD SUBSTITUTE (speaking):
Thank you.
[looks in notebook]
Now she has a lesson for the little kids.
] So let's call the little kids.
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[Here you can substitute names of children in your own center. |
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[YOUNGER CHILDREN come running, smiling.
The OLDER CHILDREN embrace the YOUNGER CHILDREN.]
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I think he/she wants a lesson on body parts.
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[looking at notebook]

Let's see, now,
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THIRD SUBSTITUTE (speaking):
It's time for someone else to do the honors now.
ANOTHER CHILD (speaking):
I'm getting tired of playing scissors-rock-paper.
Just hand the notebook to someone else.
ALL (speaking, nodding their heads):
Yeah ... Good idea ... I agree.
[THIRD SUBSTITUTE hands notebook to FOURTH SUBSTITUTE].
FOURTH SUBSTITUTE (speaking):
Thank you.
[looks in notebook]
A lesson on verbs is next.
So let's sing a song about verbs.
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All right, [child's name], show how you would do 1

But I'd rather teach verbs another way.
FOURTH SUBSTITUTE (speaking):

FIFTH SUBSTITUTE (speaking):

J=60

|
1 Db

399
o}
P’ 4

S

i

;

;

;

7

;

P hH |V g
v

—

1
"y Db g3

Z h 1V C

v

403

28




FIFTH SUBSTITUTE

407

2 LY 1

| ) LE

&

2 rre

S

E w |

e w |

w

B Ll LK

< | 11

= 1" L N

(&)

2 BL )

2 |Trems | Te

= 1

= » LX

[}

L BL )

5 TTee LK

k=)

S | [TTeee e

e

< e

=] 41

3 L) LE

= TI[sree | [T]Te-

w)

Z Trees ||

< | 11

= 1" L X

(&)

L BL )

2 |[Tem | T7e

k=) 1

= " LN

(]

L BL )

Z e | {T]Te-
T s va v

SN

11 0 11
s
1T 5 LR
o
| 7 ﬁ\a
IRE
z -
L] M | |1
3
] h=1 | | | 41
g 3
LI =) ﬁ’ 1
= L N
| | (&)
H ST BEL )
T - 1
= L) LY
11 =) 11
= »n LE
| | Q
5l Lc 1.
i ST LR
mE W T e
Pim w |||
=}
s 3 1
e L) LR
v
177 S T LR
o - |S S o -
s} A&
LI =) ﬁ’ 1
= L N
| | Q
H L TTe
T - 1
= L) LX
11 =) 11
= »n LE
| Q
2l > 1.
i ST LR
= v v = v v g v v
S =N N
~ ~
N—N T —

415

‘NG - 'ilr\\
L) TTTe
BL)
e ™
N
i\ﬂ% BEL)
r e
_14
TIeme BEL.
L) TTTe
B
L) 'n
e e
_14
L) BEL)
]‘ EEEL )
L) TTTe
e e
_14
TIeme BEL.
L) T
BL
L) '»
= v v g v v
NG N
N—

ALL

419

T | LY 1
S N ) LE
5
2 rre
S 11
g L) LR
= [reres | [T]]e-
w
B » LR
< | L 11
...m li LR
(&)
L L)
E » LR
= 1
= » LE
[}
L BE )
=5 TTNe LR
k=)
A T
e
< Te
a 41
E [Tiew .-
c W TTTee
w)
3 (Trees ||
< | 11
= ) LE
(9]
L L ]
k= w [T
k=) 1
= » LE
o
L BE )
=L
T s va v

2 NG N
~+

N—N T —

29



) u ‘
y \ | \ \ [ | [ \ \ N | \ \ [ \ |
(s  —— i ———— A N — &
423 Litt-le child, litt-le child, let's all shout hoo-ray, Litt-le child, litt-le child, that was well__ done.
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FOURTH SUBSTITUTE:
That takes care of all the notes in the notebook,
but where is the teacher?
ANOTHER CHILD:
Maybe if we call him/her,
that will help her get through traffic a little easier.
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[TEACHER makes a hurried entrance.
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[CHILDREN freeze in place.]
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