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IT would be fuperfluous to introduce this unpretending work
with any preliminary account of the origin and ufe of Carols,
or to quote authorities and facts which abler pens have reiterated
in the many volumes on the fubjet already publifhed.
Neither do I think any apology is neceffary in prefenting
this fet of Carols to the publick, now that the excellent works
of Mr. Sandys, Dr. Rimbault, the Revds. T. Helmore and
J. M. Neale, Mr. Wright, Dr. Gauntlett, and others, have
fucceeded in opening the way to a more general revival of the
venerable and joyous cuftom —fo long held in comparative
abeyance—of heralding forth the tidings of CHrisT's Birth to
the Faithful.

This pious and laudable practice, as is well known, has in
fome parts of the kingdom never been relinquifhed ; and, for
my own part, I have been wont from early childhood to
regard the ¢ Carol-finging ”” as one of the chief joys and accom-
paniments of dear old Chriftmas. A few years ago, London
retained fcarcely more than the fhadow of the antient ufe;
then, occafionally might be heard itinerant fingers, who (from
motives not altogether difinterefted, and in ftrains as uncouth
as they were illsuited to the theme and obje@) annually wifhed
their neighbours a merry Chriftmas, and announced ¢ tidings
of comfort and joy;” now, it is gratifying to know, a great
portion of our Parochial Choirs have difcerned one of their
principal offices as true heralds of the Church, and haften
“ very early, very early,” to {pread the ¢ tydynges that ben fwul
gode,” how ¢ Curist our Saviour He was born on Chriftmas

Q—C/z; Day
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vi. PREFACE.

Day in the Morning.” And thus the great fact is eftablifhed,
that the prefent century is ready to admit that the celebration
of the Holy Seafon confifts not only in its round of focia]
enjoyments, but in a due fhare of religious rites and grateful
offices which appertain to this and all other High Feftivals of
the Church.

And here I would deferentially mention the difappointment
which is commonly felt, that the Capitular bodies of the
refpective Chapels Royal feem averfe to, or difpofed to dif-
courage, fimilar pious and loyal folemnities on the part of their
Lay Clerks and Chorifters at this Seafon. But for this, or other
latent caufes, the Holy Feftival of Chriftmas would be obferved
by a Choral body duly appointed, and not to be excelled in
profeflional f{kill, and the incongruous fubftitution of an in-
ftrumental band be obviated,—a ufurpation by the latter of
functions which the Church has in all ages afligned to thofe
who minifter in Holy Places, and an aflumption of invefted
inalienable rights granted by our auguft Sovereigns from time
immemorial. (a)

I fhould, perhaps, make a few obfervations upon the word

j_ ““ Nowell” or ¢ Nogl” extenfively ufed in this Colleftion.
| This word is commonly underftood to be derived from the
E Latin natalis (“the dies natalis of our Lorp”), and is faid by
| Mr. Wright to have been introduced into England at the time
[ of the Norman Conqueft. () But, as Mr. Sandys remarks in
| his interefting, book on ¢ Chriftmas-tide,” the term js often ufed
: in the fenfe of news or tidings, and was moreover a cry of joy
| not abfolutely confined to the feafon of the Nativity, (c)

(a) It is cuftomary at Windfor, early on Chriftmas morning, for Her
| Majefty’s band to perform mufical picces under the walls of the Caftle,
{ (6) Preface to “ Specimens of old Xmas, Carols,”
| (¢) Page 190,
In fome cafes
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—




PREFACE. vil.

In fome cafes the word actually takes the form of ¢ Novels,"’
and the line ““ Nowell, nowell, good mews, good news, of the
Gofpel,” forming the burthen of Carols fung in the Churches
of Cornwall after Service, (2) feems in a very marked manner
to ftrengthen the above interpretation.

Again, in an old pageant of the fifteenth century, one of
the ¢ dramatis perfona " fays :—

* Novellis, novellis of wonderful marvellys, ¥
Affe Scripture tellis thefe ftrange novellis to you I bring.” (&)

And in an old Carol of the time of Henry VIII, (¢) the firlt
lines are :—

‘ Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
Tydynges gede y thyngke to telle.”

* * ®

¢ Ane Sangof the Birth of Crrist,” from “ Ane compendious
Booke of Godly and Spirituall Sangs,” Edinburgh, a.p. 1621,(d)
commences :—

**1 come from Hevin to tell
The beft nowellis that ever befell ;
To yow tkis tythinges trew 1 bring,
And I will of them fay and fing.”

In all thefe paflfages the term appears to convey no other
meaning than that of glad news; “The firft Nowell the Angel
did fay,” being ¢ Fear not: for behold I bring you glad tidings
of great joy.”

But perhaps one of the cleverelt and moft literal explana-
tions of the word ““Nowell” is in the firft line of an old
Carol from Sloane MSS., 2593 (¢):—

‘“ Nowel - el - el - el - now is wel that evere was woo.”

I need hardly fay that in France ““Noél” is the term ufed

(a) Page 184, ibid. (6) Page 181, ibid.
(¢) Add. MSS. Brit. Mus. 5665.
(d) Brand’s Antiquities, vol. 1, p. 487.
(¢) Wright's Specimens of old Xmas. Carols, p. 13,
to exprels




vii, PREFACE.

to exprefs Chriftmas Songs or Carols, as well as the Tide of
Yule itfelf.

M. Fertiault, in his defcription of Chriftmas in Burgundy, (a)
fays:—< This magic word refounds on all fides ; it {eafons every
fauce; it is ferved up with every courfe. Of the thoufands of
canticles which are chanted on this famous Eve, ninety-nine
in a hundred begin and end with this word.”

I have been compelled to curtail the verfes of fome of the
Carols, as they would have been far too long for aétual per-
formance, and have interfered confiderably with the arrange.
ments for the fingers, but I have put forth, at the fame time,
a complete fet of the words in a cheap form.

The Englifh words to the French Noéls have been kindly
written for me by the Revds. J. M. Neale, M.A., and F. G.
Lee, S.C.L., F.S.A., and William Morris, Efq., B.A., to whom
I here exprefs my fincere gratitude. The melodies of Nos. VI,
and VII. were kindly given me by my friend, Mons. I'Abb¢
Nary, Organift of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, Chartres, and
are from a Collection of Noéls fung there during the High Cele-
bration, from Chriftmas-Eve to Candlemafs. Another form of
the melody of No. VI. is given in ¢ L'Echos du temps pafl¢,”
publifhed by J. Wekerlin (vol. 1, p. 14).

"The air of No. VIL is given in a Colletion of Noéls publifhed
by Mons. Ming, late Organift of Chartres.

The ufe of the melody of ¢ The Firft Nowell” has been
kindly granted me by Dr. Rimbault, and is taken from hi
“ Little Book of Chriftmas Carols.”

The melodies of Nos. II. and I11. are taken, by the kind confent
of Mr. Sandys, from his Book on ¢ Chriftmas-tide” ( J. R. Smith
and Co., Ruflell-fquare) ; and Nos. IV. and V., from a Colleétion
of ““ Antient Chriftmas Carols, with the Tunes to which they

(a) See note to the Chriftmas Carol in Longfellow’s Poems.

were formcriy

II




PREFACE. 1X.

were formerly fung in the Weft of England,” publifhed by
the late Davies Gilbert, F.R.S.; F.A.S., a.p. 1823.

No. IX. cannot be firictly called a Chriftmas Hymn, but a
Carol fuited for all feafons in the Chriftian year: the air is taken
from a “ Colle@ion of Chriftmas Carols, and Hymns and Songs
for High Seafons and Holy Days,” edited by J. A. and L. J.
Alberdingk Thijm, Amfterdam, 1852. The tranflation is taken
(with the publifher’s permifiion) from the ¢ Ecclefiologift™ for
February, a.n. 18356.

This Colleftion, as will be feen, comprifes melodies and words
chiefly compofed and in ufe fince the time of the Reformation,
and it will be a matter of congratulation to many, I feel {ure,
to fee how the fimplicity of conftruction, quaintnefs of ex-
preffion, and, what is of more importance ftill, cthe grand
conception of fterling Catholick Truth, have never been allowed
to die out in thefe precious compofitions.

EDMUND SEDDING.

F. of S. Andrew, A.pn, 1860,
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Auntient ChHristmas Carols.
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« The Firft IV owell.”

“ The herdes herdyn an Aungele cry,
A merye fong then fungyn he,
Quwy arn ye fo fore agaft

Fam ortus _fa!:s cardine.

“ The Aungele comyn doun with on cry,
A fayr fong then furgyn he;
In the worchepe of that Chyld,
Gloria tibi, Domine.”

From Dr. Rimpavrt's ¢ Little Book of Xmas. Carols.”
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CHORUS.
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They lookéd up and faw a Star,

Shining in the Eaft, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And {o it continued both day and night.

C borus.

Nowell, &c.

And by the light of that fame Star,

Three Wife Men came from country far ;
To feek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the Star wherever it went.

This Star drew nigh to the north-welft,

Chorus.

Nowell, &c.

O’er Bethlehem it took its reft,
And there it did both ftop and ftay,

Right over the place where Jesus lay.

C horus.

Nowell, &c.

. Then enter’d in thofe Wife Men three,
Moft reverently upon their knee,

And offer’d there, in His Prefence,

Both gold, and myrrh, and frankincenfe.

C borus.

Nowell, &c.

Then let us all with one accord,
Sing praifes to our Heavenly Lorb,

That hath made Heaven and earth of nought,
And with His Blood mankind hath bought.

Chorus.

Nowell, &ec.

(3)




I1.
« 4V, irgin mof? pure.”

“ On Chryftmas nyght an Angel it tolde,
To the Shcphardcs, kepyng theyr folde,
That into Betheleem with beftes wolde,
Salvator mundi natus ¢f8.”

The Melody from Saxpys and GirsEzT,
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2. The Kinc of all Glory to the world being brought,
Small ftore of fine linen to wrap Him was bought ;
W hen Mary had fwaddled her young Sow fo {weet,
Within an ox-manger fhe laid Him to fleep.
Chorus. Rejoice, &c.

3. Then Gop fent an Angel from Heaven {o high,
To certain poor Shepherds in fields where they lic,
And bid them no longer in forrow to {tay,

Becaufe that our Saviour was born on this day.
Chorus. Rejoice, &c.

4. Then prefently after the Shepherds did {py
A number of Angels appear in the fky,
Who joyfully talkéd, and {weetly did fing,
To Gob be all glory, our Heavenly Kina.

Chorus. Rejoice, &c.

5. Three certain Wife Princes, they thought it moft meet,
To lay their rich off ’rings at our Saviour’s Feet
Then the Shepherds confented, and to Bethl’em did go,
And when they came thither, they found it was fo.

Chorus. Rejoice, &c.

(5)




II1.

“The Lord at firft had Adam made.”

¢ Man be joyfulle and myrth thou make,

Into this worlde to be thy make;

For CrisT ys made man for thy fake. - Man bewar how thou Hym trete,
For He ys made man for thy fake,”

He cam fro Hys Fapzr fete,

The Melody from Saxpys.
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And thus within the garden he
Commanded was to {tay;
And unto him in commandment,
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Now mark the .goodnel's of the

Lorp,
Which He to mankind bore ;

Thefe words the Lorp did fay :/His mercy foon He did extend

¢«The fruit that in the garden
grows,
To thee fhall be for meat,
Except the tree in midit thereof,
Of which thou fhalt not eat.”
Chorus. Now let, &c.

2
« For in that day that thou doft
touch,

Or doit it then come nigh,
And if that thou doft eat thereof,
Then thou fhalt furely die.”

And Adam he did take no heed
To that fame only thing,
Butdid tranfgrefs Goo’sHoly Laws,
And fore was wrapped in fin.
Chorus. Now let, &c.

Loft man for to reltore:

And then, for to redeem our fouls

From death, and hell, and thrall,

He faid His own dear Son fhould

The Saviour of us all. [come,

Chorus. Now let, &c.
° » * ®

And now the T'ide is nigh at hand,
In which our SAaviour came ;
Let us rejoice and merry be,
In keeping of the fame:
Lets feed the poor and hungry
And fuch as do it crave ; [fort,
And when we die, in Heaven be
fure
Our reward we fhall have,

Chorus. Now let, &c,
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IV.

“ God’s dear Son without éegz'nﬂiﬂg.”

‘“ Where is the golden cradle that CurisT was rocked in ?
Where are the filken fheets that Jesus was wrapt in ?
A Manger was the cradle that CarisT was rocked i in,
The provender the affes left fo fweetly He flept on. ”

Andante espressivo.
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2. No princely palace for our SAviouR,

In Judea could be found,

But {weet Mary's meek behaviour,
Patiently upon the ground

Her Base did place, in vile difgrace,
Where oxen in their ftalls did feed ;

No midwife mild had this {weet Crivrp,
Nor woman'’s help at Mother’s need.

3. No kingly robes nor golden treafure
Deck'd the Birthday of Gob's Son ;
No pompous train at all took pleafure
To this Kinc of kings to run;
No mantle brave could Jesus have,
Upon His Cradle for to lye;
No mufick’s charms in nurfe’s arms,
To fing the Base a lullaby.
* * % * %

4. Then with Angel love infpired,
Three Wife Princes from the Eaft,
To Bethlehem as they defired,
Came whereas our Lorp did reft
And there they laid before the Maid,
Before Her Sown, our Gob and King,
Their offerings {weet, as was moft meet,
Unto fo great a Power to bring.

5. Now to Him that hath redeemed us,
By His Death on Holy Rood ;
And us finners {o efteemed us
To buy dearly with His Blood ;
Yield lafting fame that ftill the Name
Of Jesus may be honoured here ;
And let us fay, that Chriftmafs Day
Is ftill the beft Day in the year.

(9)
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V.
“ When God ar firft created man.”

“An Aungyl fro hefne was fent ful fnel,
His name is clepyd Gabriel,
His ardene he dede ful fnel,
He fat on knee and feyde ¢ Ave !’

““ And he feyde ¢ Mary, ful of grace,
Hevene and erthe in every place,
Wich-ine the tyme of lytyl fpace,

Reconfiled it fhuld be.’ "

The Melody from GiLsesrrt,
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CHORUS.
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* * ¥ * An Angel then from Heav’n was

Man being blefs'd in this eftate,
And b]cﬁld fure was he,

Having all things at his command,
But the forbidden T'ree ;

But then the Serpent foon appear’d
To have beguiléd Eve,

And faid if fhe fhould cat thereof
That fhe fhould furely live.

Chorus. Then let men, &c.
* £ W *

2. [prefs'd,
Man being now with griet op-
Not knowing where to go;
His foul before being fill’d with
Is now opprefs’d withwoe. [ joy,
But f{ee the Goodnefs of the Lorp
T'o fave man’s foul from hell ;
His Son He promis'd tofend down,
That He with us might dwell.

For to declare Gop's will; [{ent,

And to the Virgin Mary came,
Gon’s Words for to fulfil.

A Virgin pure of virtuous life,
Of whom the Lorp made

choice,

To bear our Saviour in her womb,

Man’s heart for to rejoice.

Chorus. Then let men, &c.
* % * *

g,
And Mary and her hufband kind
Together did remain,
And went to Bethl’em to be tax’d
As Scripture doth make plain ;
And fo it was that they being there,
Her time being fully come,
Within a ftable fhe brought forth
Her Firlt-Begotten Son.
Chorus. T'hen let men, &c.

Chorus, Then let men, &c.
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f VI.—FrencH NokL.
“d Day, a Day of Glory.”

““A new yer! a new yer! a CHYLD was i-born
Us for to fave that all was forlorn,
So blyffid be the tyrnc ik

The Melody as f'ung in the Cathedral of Notre Dame, Chartres. The Englith
Words written exprefily by the Rev. J. M. Nzare, M.A.
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*C f{. last verse.

With Gloria in Excelfis
Archangels tell their mirth :
With K_)'rfc’ E/c.’t:ﬁ?lf
Men anfwer upon earth :
And Angels fwell the triumph,
And mortals raife the horn,

Lift up your gates, ye Princes,
And let the CHiLp be born!

3.
He comes, His Throne the manger
He comes, His Shrine the ftall ;
The ox and afs His Courtiers,
Who made and governs all :
The ¢ Houfe of Bread ” His Birth-place,
The Prince of Wine and Corn :
Lift up your gates, ye Princes,
And let the CuiLp be born!

4-
* Then bar the gates, that henceforth
None thus may paflage win,
Becaufe the Prince of Ifrael
Alone hath entered in :—
The earth, the fky, the ocean,
His glorious way adorn :

Lift up your gates, ye Princes,
And let the ChiLp be born !
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VII.—FrEncH NOEL.
“ Sing of Maiden Mary.

“ Blyflid be that Lady bryght,
That vare a Cuyrp of great myght,
Withouten peyne, as it was right,
Mayd Mother Marye.”

The Englith Words written by the Rev, F. G. Lk, S.C.L., F.S.A.
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Sing of Maiden Mary, :
And of Jofeph too,
Loving Fofter-father,
Mary’s chofen Spoufe.
O Wondrous Incarnation'!
Knee! thee down in awe,
To worfhip thy CREATOR i
Lying on the {traw.

3

Sing of Maiden Mary,
Now the holly gleams ;
As we keep our Chriftmas,
And the fnow is deep;
Yea: when the wreaths are {parkling—
When the lamps are hung,
And at the midnight knelling, ‘
Ere the Mafs is fung.
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Sing of Maiden Mary,
Once a Virgin poor,

David’s Royal Daughter,
Eden’s Lily Flower.

Sing aye of Maiden Mary .
Kneeling on the fod, '

And pray that we may fee Her | (
Near the Throne of Gob. |
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OEL.

“Mafters in this Hgjl.”

“To Bethlem did they goe,
To Bethlem did they goe,
Whether Curist were bo

rne or no,
To fet men free.”

the’ Ihcphcards three;
to fee where it were {o or no,

The Englith Words written expreflly by Wirriam Mogsrs, Efq., B.A.
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Going over the hills,
Through the milk-white {now,
Heard I ewes bleat
While the wind did blow.
Chorus. Nowell, &c.
3
Shepherds many an one
Sat among the fheep,
No man {pake more word
Than they had been afleep.
Chorus. Nowell, &c.

Quoth I, ¢ Fellows mine,
Why this guife fit ye?
Making but dull cheer,
Shepherds though ye be?”
Chorus. Nowell, &c.

¢ Shepherds ﬂmufd of right
Leap and dance and fing,
Thus to fee ye fit,
Is a right ftrange thing.”
Chorus. Nowell, &c.
6.
Quoth thefe fellows then,
“ To Bethlem Town we go,
To fee a Mighty Lorp
Lie in manger low."”
Chorus, Nowell, &c.
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‘¢ How name ye this Lorp,
Shepherds ! then faid I,
¢ Vcry Gon," they faid,
¢ Come from Heaven high.”
Chorus. Nowell, &c.
8.
Then to Bethlem town
We went two and two,
And in a forry place
Heard the oxen low.
Chorus. Nowell, &c,

5 t

Therein did we ch
A {wect and goodly May,
And a fair old man,
Upon the ftraw She lay.
Chorus. Nowell, &c.
10.
And a little CuiLp
On Her arm had She,
“ Wot ye Who This is ?"
Said the hinds to me.
Chorus. Nowell, &c.
1T,
Ox and afs Him know,
Kneeling on their knee,
Wondrous joy had 1
This little Bank to fee,
Chorus, Nowell, &c.

12.

This is CurisT the Lorp,
Matfters be ye glad !
Chriftmafs is come in,
And no folk fhould be fad.

Chorus. Nowell, &c.
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[X.—Dvutcu CaroL.

“ Our Mafler hath a Garden.”

““ My Beloved is gone down into His Garden, to the beds of Spices, to feed
in the Gardens, and to gather L lies.”

The Melody from Tuijm; the tranflation from the Ecclfaiogﬁ, Feb. a.p. 1836.
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The Lily white that bloometh there is Purity,
The-fragrant Violet 1s furnamed Humility ;
Nought’s heard therein, &c.

38
The lovely damafk Rofe is here called Patience,
The rich and cheerful Marigold, Obedience ;
Nought's heard therein, &c.

4.

One plant is there with crown bedight, the reft above,

With crown imperial, and this plant is holy Love ;
Nought’s heard therein, &c

g
But ftill of all the flowers the Faireft and the Belft,
Is Jesus CHeisT, the Lorp Himfelf, His Name be bleft.
Nought’s heard therein, &c.

6.

O Jesus, my chief good and fole felicity,

Thy little Garden make my ready heart to be;

So may I once hear Angel Hymns with harp and lute,

Loud trumpets and bright clarions, and the gentle foothing flute.

(19)

Py







No.

10ES
III.
IV.

VI.
VIL
VIII.
IX.

INDEX.

The Firft Nowell

A Virgin moft pure

The Lord at firft had Adam made
God's dear Son at firft beginning
When God at firlt

A Day, a Day of Glory

Sing of Maiden Mary ...

Malters in this Hall

Our Mafter hath a Garden

Page.

10
12
14
16
18

e Ay

W

=

T

L =,

Al
I

e e T = T

e




Carols for Chriftmas.

THE WOURDS ONLY.
Sewed - s - - - 14d.

Preparing  for publication,

Dedicated by permifiion to the

Rev. THOMAS HELMORE, M.A.
A

Second Jet of szz‘z'de;" WNoted,

BY

EDMUND SEDDING.

London: ¥. Mafters €5 Co.




