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R04% (She is clasped i.n XALCA’S arms and they stand awaiting their fate. The shaft of light tkat hasbeenseen piere-
ing the crevice in the Cavern wall, seems about to rest uponthem, and CANEK'S arm is raised to strike. Atthis mo-
ment inthedistance are heard the voices of the Spaniards singing the exalted theme already suggested byPAPAN.
CANEK'S arm is arrested by the sound.)
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CORTES appears at the entrance of the Cavern, mounted on a white charger, at the head of his soldiers and a body
of Spanish Priests and Acolytes. One of the Priests bears a large white crucifix. The other Priests carry white banners
emblazoned with the Cross.

The splendor of their warlike appearance, their arms, and the impressive bearing of the Priests.the significant

emblem they carry, together with the apparition of the horse, to them an unknown animal, combine to fill
MONTEZUMA and his people with consternation. - :
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The Priest who bears the Cross rapidly ascends the steps of the Altar of Sacrifice. There he elevates the
sacred emblem and the shaft of light from the crevice inthe wall strikes and illumines it. CANEK, with a ges-

ture of fear and despair, drops his weapon and falls to the ground. Meanwhile the Spanish Priests are singing, as
the Spanish soldiers assume control.
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