
O Tannenbaum, O Christmas Tree, Mon Beau Sapin

German Text: Ernst Anschütz, 1824

German Carol

Traditional Melody, 16th century
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A Christmas tree is a decorated tree, usually an evergreen conifer such as spruce, pine, or fir or
an artificial tree of similar appearance, associated with the celebration of Christmas. The 
modern Christmas tree was developed in early modern Germany (where it is today called Weih-
nachtsbaum or Christbaum), in which devout Christians brought decorated trees into their 
homes. It acquired popularity beyond the Lutheran areas of Germany, during the second half of
the 19th century. Modern Christmas trees originated during the Renaissance. Its 16th-century 
origins are sometimes associated with Protestant Christian reformer Martin Luther who is said 
to have first added lighted candles to an evergreen tree. The Christmas tree is frequently traced
to the symbolism of trees in pre-Christian winter rites, wherein Viking and Saxon worshiped 
trees. The first recorded Christmas tree can be found on the keystone sculpture of a private 
home in Turckheim, Alsace (then part of Germany, today France), dating 1576. Since the early
20th century, it has become common in many cities, towns, and department stores to put up 
public Christmas trees outdoors. In some cities, a Festival of Trees is organized around the 
decoration and display of multiple trees as charity events.
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