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When J.S. Bach first got to know the music of Venetian
maestro Antonio Vivaldi during the early 1710s or perhaps
just a bit earlier, he was significantly impressed by his
Italian colleague’s flair and style, and skill. Young Duke
Johann Ernst of Saxe-Weimar, the nephew of Bach's
employer at the time, happened to have a taste for Italian
instrumental music, so Bach took it upon himself to adapt
several Italian (or Italianate) instrumental concerto... (more
online)
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