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Preface

The Partita #1 in E Minor is, of course, a baroque composition, very much in the

style of the Bach suites. While suitable for piano, it is to be hoped that performers will

also keep in mind some of the stylistic practices of the time.

Repeats of the Prelude (first half) and Sarabande (both sections) should be played

in the spirit of doubles (cf. Sarabande of Bach's English Suite #1 in A Major). Here the

performer should feel free to embellish and improvise extensively.

Repeats of the Prelude, Allemande, Courante, and Giga are scored for the first

halves only. No repeat is suggested for the Ricercare.

The performer may, at his/her discretion, omit the Ricercare completely, although

in concert I have found this "extra" movement becomes welcome, given the Picardy third

that concludes the Giga. Still, one might argue that a final movement in the (contrasting)

major mode is not altogether common practice!

Mordents should be executed on the beat, and as three-note figures. Trills should

also be executed on the beat, but come from the note above and hence, as at least four-

note figurations, or possibly longer.

Performers may freely add or remove ornamentation. Moreover, they are

encouraged to roll chords stylistically where it would make sense to do so (e.g., Courante,

m. 1 and 15).

This partita has been dedicate to my teacher, Dr. James E. Miltenberger, with

whom I studied for two and one-half years at West Virginia University. I have always

credited him for helping me develop my interpretation of Bach.

Finally, the inevitable caveat: It is assumed that the score is correct as given, yet -

like all composers - I live in mortal dread of the possible error I may have overlooked. If

something seems horribly "wrong," it may well be. The composer hopes anyone who

discovers such a lapse will call it to his attention: LennyCavallaroMusic@gmail.com.

https://www.free-scores.com
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