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SYMPHONIC OVERTURE NO. 1 “Voyages” 
Paul Yeager Csige 

Approx.  15 min 
 

“Voyages” is a programmatic work for symphony orchestra inspired by the illustrated story “Voyage: The Discovery of 

Hawaii” by Herb Kawainui Kane.  Like the book, “Voyages” tells the story of the Polynesians leaving their ancestral home in 

search of a prosperous new land that would one day be known as Hawaii.   

 

The piece is comprised of 13 sections, chronologically moving the story forward from the islands of the South Pacific to the 

arrival and settlement of Hawaii.  The music is programmatic but in sonata allegro form with the vast majority of the musical 

drama in the development section.  It was commissioned in 2007 by Madeline Schatz-Harris & the Kamuela Philharmonic. 
  

Sonata Allegro Form: 

Exposition:   
Theme 1- “Lost Battle and Sorrow”  Measures: 1-29 
Defeat.  With their home conquered the enemy has forced them into exile.  Despair fills the hearts of the people.  There is no 
place left for them in these islands.  Where are they to go? 
 
Modulating Bridge- “The Hope”  Measures: 30-37 
In a dream, the chief sees a lone bird flying north across the unknown sea.  This bird cannot dwell upon the water so there must 
be land beyond the horizon. 
 
Theme 2- “Launch”    Measures: 38-63 
Three canoes are built, sails tested, and provisions collected.  The voyagers cast off from shore following the northward path of 
a lone bird into the unknown sea. 
 
Development: 
“Alone”      Measures: 64-90 
Starlight guides them on.  Waves rhythmically splash against the hulls of the ships.  The voyagers gaze back one last time at 
the islands where they were born, the home and loved ones they will never see again. 
 
“Life at Sea”     Measures: 91-110 
The navigator steers the boats with complete confidence.  Lashings and sails are maintained.  Men fish and women tend to the 
children and the animals. This is the lifestyle they will carry to their new home. 
 
“Doldrum Calms”     Measures: 111-168 
The wind dies and the sails go limp.  The voyagers wait for any hint of a breeze.  They must paddle now.  There is no rain for 
water.  Sharks circle in anticipation of their death. 
 
“A New Sea”     Measures: 169-190 
The wind returns.  The sails billow and the canoes cut through the water once again.   Relief washes over the group of 
voyagers as a rain cloud builds overhead replenishing their scanty water supply.  Undaunted they move on.   
 
“Dream of Land”      Measures: 191-227 
The canoes pick up speed as the wind grows stronger.  The chief tells the voyagers of the new land they will find with fertile 
land, infinite streams and lush fishing grounds.  These stories fill the voyagers with great joy and reassurance. 
 
“The Storm”      Measures: 228-277 
Storm clouds build ahead.  The sky darkens. Horns are blown to keep the canoes together. Lightning crashes and massive 
waves toss the boats in all directions.  The storm builds into a horrific tempest.  It seems that nothing will survive.   
 
Recapitulation: 
Theme 1- “Empty Horizon”    Measures: 278-304 
The storm has passed but not from the hearts of the voyagers.  Only one ship of the three has survived.  Despair and sadness 
hang over the lone ship and there is still no land in sight.  Provisions and hope have run dry.   
 
Modulating Bridge- “A New Hope”  Measures: 305-315 
The lone bird that began their journey is spotted.  On the horizon land rises from the ocean.  They will survive! 
 
Theme 2- “Discovery”    Measures: 316-346 
They behold a great land, far larger then any islands they have known.   As night falls one of the massive mountains appears to 
burn, fire gushing from its summit.   With slight trepidation they make landfall.  They’re journey across the great sea is over!     
 
Coda:      Measures: 347-375 
“Hawaii”  Their landfall is bittersweet.  All the love ones they left behind, those lost in the storm, but hope conquers all.  
Seeds are sown, villages are built, and stories are told of the epic journey they undertook to this new land: Hawaii. 
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Instrumentation 
 
 

 
 

1 Piccolo  [Pic.] 
1 Flute  [Fl.] 
1 Oboe  [Ob.] 
1 English Horn  [Eng. Hrn] 
2 Clarinets in Bb  [Cl.] 
2 Bassoons [Bn.] 
 
4 Horns in F  [Hrn.] 
2 Trumpets in Bb  [Trp.] (With Strait Mute) 
2 Trombones  [Trb.] 
1 Bass Trombones  [B. Trb.] 
1 Tuba  [Tub.] 

 
2-4 Timpani  (1 player) [Timp.] 
 
Percussion (2-3 players): 

Suspended Cymbals  [S. Cymb.] (With Bow) 

Crash Cymbals  [C. Cymb.] 
Tam Tam [Tam.] 
Wind Chimes  [W. Chm.] 
Log Drum or Claves  [L.D.] 
Bass Drum  [B.D] 
Cow Bell [C.B.] 
Triangle  [Trgl.] 

 
1 Piano  [Pn.] 
 
1st, 2nd Violins  [Vns.] 
Violas  [Vas.] 
Cellos  [Violoncello, Vc.] 
Basses  [Contrabasses, Db.] 
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Take reed off and blow air out through tube only then breath in.
Rapidly fingering all keys in a gliss.
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Slowly Cresc.

Slowly Cresc.
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"Seagul Effect"
Glissando down the length of the fingerboard, 
without adjusting the space between the fingers.
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