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Program Notes:

This work is inspired by The Zulu Creation Myth which focuses on the story of Unkulunkulu
or otherwise known as First Man.

Unkulunkulu was born from a massive plant that grew until it could no longer sustain his
weight. Upon his birth he began creating mankind from the plants in the same way which

he was created. As The Villages of the first men began to flourish Unkulunkulu sent a
Chameleon to spread the word to the villages that eternal life was on its way. However,

the chameleon was slow and Unkulunkulu grew impatient and sent a fast lizard to the
villages. When the lizard arrived first, instead of telling the people of eternal life he spread
word that death was coming. Soon thereafter the village and all others were afflicted with
death.
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Instrumentation: 4-50)
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Performance Notes:

During the first movement the percussionists are asked to vocalize at the end of each phrase.
This need not be a definite pitch but rather a yell and is notated as such with the phrases

Huah and Hoo.

Stage Layout
left to right in a slight arc:
Tonetang Televi Sakara Kenkeni Doun doun ba Gome Bougarabou

Balafon gyil

Percussion Key

Bougarabou set
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