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Children's Poetry

Colley Cibber (1671-1757)

O     say____________what is         light__________

what is_____________          light_________

that         thing__          light_________

called          light_________

What is______________    sight__________?

the    bles sing___   sight__________?

of  the   sight__________?

the    sight__________?

You talk of   wondrous things you  see____________            I  feel  him warm but how can    he_____________

You   talk   of  things you    see____________ I     feel him how  can   he_____________

but  how  can       he____________

can     he____________

Which I can

 ne'er enjoy?
O tell your poor

    blind boy!

You say the sun

  shines bright;
Then make it

day or night?

you     see____________

the things you     see____________

Music: Vasilis Mouskouris

(Four Children Poems for Mixed Choir)

I. THE BLIND BOY
PERFORMANCE NOTES:

Conceptual note: 

    It might be good for the performers to know that the interaction of singing and reciting voices  is supposed to imply 

actual conversation (singing parts) and inner voice (reciting part).

    The parts ought to follow the recitation before they begin every next line of the poem.The two common-time bars 

with sustained whole-notes given for the recitation are an approximate durational value, and attention should be paid 

to the dynamic curve of the sustained chords for the reciting voice to be heard loud and clear. 

    The recitation leads the way in terms of tempo and time, but on the other hand, it should, more or less, keep in balance 

with the general dymanic level of the parts. The style of recitation is largely left to the performer's insight and inspiration.

    Alternatively, the recitation could possibly anticipate every line before the parts take over. E.g. Every verse has four lines; 

lines 1 and 2 could well be anticipated, while lines 2 and 4 are never duplicated by the vocal parts.
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My day_____________   I        make_____________

or    night            I        make_____________

myself   I        make____________

I        make____________

And could  I      e - ver keep  a  -  - wake___________

and   could  I  keep a  -  -  wake___________

I  keep a -   -  wake___________

a -  -  wake___________

With hea-vy   sighs I   o - ften     hear____________

With hea-vy   sighs I  o - ften     hear____________

With hea-vy   sighs I   o - ften     hear____________

With hea-vy   sighs I   o - ften     hear____________

But sure with    pa-tience I  may     bear___________

But sure with     pa-tience  I  may   bear___________

But sure with   pa-tience  I  may    bear___________

But sure with pa-tience  I  may      bear___________

Then   let   not      what                   I         have___________________

I      can-not       have____________________

Whilst  thus   I        sing

Then   let   not      what                   I         have___________________

I      can-not         have____________________

Whilst  thus   I        sing

Whilst  thus   I        sing

Whilst  thus     I       sing

Whene'er I sleep

      or play;
With me 'twere

   always day.

   You mourn

my hapless woe;
   A loss

I ne'er know.

My cheer of mind destroy; I am a king
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Al    -   though   a            poor   blind    boy.  Al  -  though    a            poor   blind    boy.

Al   -  though    a            poor   blind    boy. Al  -  though    a            poor   blind    boy.

Al     -    though  blind   boy.

Al    -   though   blind    boy.

Al  -  though    a            poor   blind    boy.

Al  -  though     a            poor   blind    boy.

( Optional improvisation focusing on key words of the poem 

              such as: "My day I make", "I am a king" . )

( Approximate duration 2':30'' )
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