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PROLEGOMENE LA VISUAL MUSIC

Muzica a fost dintotdeauna direct influentata in plan organologic, dar si sub
aspect conceptual, de evolutia stiintifica - un exemplu edificator in acest sens
fiind reprezentat si prin creatia lui Johann Sebastian Bach. Astfel, o capodopera
precum ,, Das wohltemperierte Klavier” (vol. I — 1722; vol. I1 — 1742) a ilustrat, cu
maiestria unica a genialului compozitor, calitatile sistemului intonational egal-
temperat (bazat pe frecvente stabilite teoretic prin divizarea octavei in 12
semitonuri egale, fiecare semiton avand valoarea constanta de 25,08 savarti)
aplicat la instrumenele baroce cu claviaturi (clavecinul, orga) de Andreas
Werkmeister (,Musikalische Temperatur®) prin adaptarea in planul artei
sunetelor a teoriilor lui Johannes Kepler (,,Harmonices Mundi*) referitoare la
configuratia armonica a Universului (,,Musica Universalis*, sau ,muzica
sferelor — in consonanta si cu sintagma ,panarmonious Kosmou syntaxis*
propusa de Sfantul Athanasie cel Mare).

Dezvoltarea in a doua jumatate a secolului XX a noilor instrumente electro-
acustice analoge din clasa ,,Moog synthesizers* a determinat o interesanta
continare a preocuparilor lui Bach, prin foarte apreciatele experimente realizate
de compozitorul american Wendy (Walter) Carlos in cadrul proiectelor
wSwitched-On-Bach® (1968) si ,,The Well-Tempered Synthesizer* (1969). In
paralel, in aceeasi epoca si in acelasi atat de fecund spatiu nord-american sunt
efectuale si primele teste in domeniul ,,Computer Music* ce va revolutiona arta
sunetelor prin noile solutii oferite atat la nivelul sintezei sonore digitale, cat si in
cel al creatiei alogoritmice - initiate in 1957 de Lejaren Hiller si Leonard
Isaacson (,/lliac Suite”*) si continuate prin aplicarea in muzica a ,teoriei
fractalilor* enuntate de ilustrul matematician american Benoit Mandelbrot.
Aceste elemente vor produce mutatii semnificative in chiar esenta procesului
componistic — programe precum ,Band-In-A-Box*“ (software creat de Peter
Gannon — www.pgmusic.com ) propunand efectiv o noua abordare in sinteza
discursului sonor conform principiilor algoritmice.

Astfel, muzicianul zilelor noastre beneficiaza de noi instrumente reale si
virtuale ce ii permit sa elaboreze creatii majore in noi dimensiuni spatio-
temporale ,,amplificate® semantic si gratie comunicarii globale si totodata quasi-
instantanee prin Internet.

Apar noi genuri sincretice — unul dintre cele mai recente si importante fiind si
genul ,,Visual Music”“, fundamentat pe procesele complementare de sonificare
(implicand transformarea digitala a imaginii in sunet — de pilda cu ajutorul
exceptionalului program , MIDImage* conceput de informaticianul american
Daniel Wojcik - http:/www.genjerdan.com/ ) si vizualizare (conducand la
transformarea sunetului in imagine) — un creator redutabil in acest domeniu de
avangarda fiind si Dennis Miller ( www.dennismiller.neu.edu ) , profesor la
ilustra Northeastern University din Boston ( www.2009vm.neu.edu ). O
edificatoare prezentare a genului poate fi accesata la link-ul
http://www.soundingvisual.com/visualmusic/Visual MusicEssay.pdf
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Primul festival ,,Visual Music Marathon* a fost organizat in 2007 la Boston (
www.music.neu.edu/vmm/ ) de Prof. Dr. Dennis Miller in colaborarea cu Larry
Cuba (pionier al animatiei digitale si realizator al efectelor vizuale ale celebrului
film ,,Star Wars*) si Bruce Wands (autorul unor lucrari de referinta precum
wDigital Creativity® si ,,Art of the Digital Age*). Festivalul a fost reluat in 2009 la
New York, fiind programate 60 de filme experimentale selectionate dintr-un
total de 325 de lucrari trimise din 34 de tari — prin cei laureati fiind si romanii
Liana Alexandra (,,Variation # 4°) si Serban Nichifor (,,/nfinite Song*).

Pe contientul european semnalez centrul de excelenta , Arts Santa Monica*
din Barcelona, organizatorul- in colaborarea cu ,Jota Center din USA (
http://www.iotacenter.org/ )— a festivalului ,,Punto y Raya* (
http://www.puntoyrayafestival.com/ ) — la editia din acest an fiind distinsa si
lucrarea ,,Variations 4 and 5 de Liana Alexandra.

Promotorii genului ,,Visual Music* in Romania sunt Prof. Univ. Dr. Liana
Alexandra ( http://www.voutube.com/user/lianaalexandra ) si Prof. Univ. Dr.
Serban Nichifor ( http:/www.youtubecom/user/serbannichifor ) - ei sustinand
cursuri de specialitate atat la Universitatea Nationala de Muzica din Bucuresti
(Modulul ,,Limbaje Muzicale Contemporane / Muzia Noua*, 2003-2008), cat si la
Universitata ,,Transilvania*® din Brasov (disciplina ,Meloterapie Computerizata®,
2008-2009).

Aflat in plina evolutie, genul ,,Visual Music* se impune cu fermitate atat
printr-o eficienta deosebita in dezvoltarea creativitatii audio-vizuale la cele mai
diferite nivele educationale, cat si printr-o din ce in ce mai larga accesibilitate —
in conditiile in care noile aplicatii (inclusiv interactive) sunt deschise unei
benefice comunicari a mesajului artistic.

Conf. Univ. Dr. Serban Nichifor 1-X11-2009
Compozitor

Universitatea Nationala de Muzica Bucuresto
http://www.myspace.com/nichiforserban
http://www.shoahmusic.com/

Nuova Musica Consonante - . . o
Living Music Foundation Inc. (USA)
®_ o¢ o°
NAMC v
L
. L =
0 wU§ | @ o
Member of the ECPNM and of VOX NOVUS (US4) ecpnm
Founders Liana Alexandra & Serban Nichifor 6:'09""‘ w"‘e"e"te
of promoters of new music
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Conf. Univ.Dr. Serban Nichifor

COMPOZITORII ROMANI LIANA ALEXANDRA SI SERBAN NICHIFOR -
PIONIERI AT GENULUI “VISUAL MUSIC” (*VIDEO MUSIC”)

O prezentare a lucrarilor “72 Variations” (2003) de Liana Alexandra si “Infinite Song”
(2003) de Serban Nichifor, ce ilustreaza contributiile celor doi compozitori romani la
prima manifestare a acestui nou gen: “Visual Music Marathon 2007, Northeastern
University, Boston (USA): http://www.music.neu.edu/vmm/

Initiator1 a1 genului “visual music” (*video music™) in Romania, Liana Alexandra s1
Serban Nichifor au sustinut si primul concert de aceasta factura la Filarmonica “George
Enescu”, pe data de 18 mai 2008:

https://www.scribd.com/doc/259254271/Liana- Alexandra-Serban-Nichifor-Video-Music-
Concert-18-May-2008

FILARMONICA
« GEORGE ENESCU -

. Sala micaa Ateneului Duminica 18 mai 2008, ora 19 _
VIDEO MUSIC
Recital Duo Intermedia

SERBAN NICHIFOR - violoncel
LIANA ALEXANDRA - pian

Viamltzan de
Ryan Geiss, Stephen Malinowski si Lucian Wischik (SUA)
Program |
Liana Alexandra - Calatoria Spiritului -p. a.
interludiu CyberArt:

Variatisnide Liana Alexandra
Sticky Dan ces de Serban Nichifor

Serban Nichifor - Anamorphoses-p.a.

Concert realizat cu sprifinul

Nuova Musica Consonante %/'- | f
Living Music Foundation (SUA) - [~ ] <9
ST SR N pemy Qizy an B

:ﬁ'll n feenpeed hber (TETITT] SAPTYESERY  Flavorade m |

Bilrads ¢ darwwride o sl ls ceme A bvesdd, ) - W, e 17 - 19, ek, e V6 - 10, . 1SAE TS

S S P

Cele doua lucrari mentionate mai sus au fost gravate in anul 2008 pe primul DVD Visual
Music realizat in Romania: “Video Music Cyber Art Liana Alexandra & Serban
Nichifor”, EDVD 001 Electrecord:

https://www.scribd.com/doc/259253953/Liana- Alexandra- Serban- Nichifor-Video-Music-
Cyber-Art-DVD-2008

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__okc4hQkH4

- T T 1—-r-rj
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EDVDOON ) ana Alexapra - 12 Vaviations 342
_. & Serbaniichifor - Infinite Song 14'45 |
oNichifor - Sticky Dances 6'13

Liana Alexandra 12 Variafiuni
Video simfonia 12 Variafiuni (care ggale fi considerata s
simfonia mea a Vill-a) compusd in anul 2006, a fost realzata cu
“"Mozant The Music Processor” Software {Angilahsl vizuahzatd cu
rogramu Music Amimation Machine al lu1 Stephen Malinowski (SUA)
ucrarea a fos! prezentata in pnma audijie absoluta la Universitatea
din Boslon(apnlie 200?}, in cadrul pr ului international intitulat
Boston C'rberarts Visual Music Marathon In ecela 1an. In nolembrie
2007. a fost reluatd in cadrul Festivalului CYNETar organizat de
Academia de Are Hellerau de la Dresda (Germamia) Tot in
Seg!smbra 2007, video simfonia 12 Variatiuni a fost prezentata la
IGGRAPH Art gallery de la Universitatea din California, San Diego.
n cursul anulul 2008 este inclusa in International Animation Festival
de la Melbourne(Austraha) § totodata este preluatd de compania
cinematograficA Panasonic. pentru studioul International
Microcinema(SUA).

www geoctes comfianaalexandra/classic blue html
www YouTube.com/user/ianaalexandra

hitp //'www myspace com/lianaalexandramoraru
WWW Musanim com

Liana Alexandra 12 Variations
Vdeo symphony 12 Variations (tha! could be considered my
eighth symphony) was composed in 2006 and performed in
ration with zan The Music Processor” Software &England).
while the ndeo pan was realized with Stephen Malinowski's (USA)
program Mus:ic Animation Machine
The premiere of the symphony was given at the Boston
University (in Apnl 2007) as part of the intemalional project Boston

Liana Alexandra si $erban Nichifor

ee-scor

Cyberarts Visual Music Marathon_In November of the same year, the
:{mphon was performed at the CYNETart Festival xrganized by the
ellerau cade%of Arts in Dresden (Germany) 12 Variations was
an of the SIGGRAPH Ammation Project and presented at the The Art
nstitute in San Diego (California), also in 2007
In 2008, it was inciuded in the International Anmation Festival
in Melbourne (Austraha) and then laken over by Panasomic Film
Company for the Infernational Microcinema Studios (USA)

$erban Nichifor

Poemul video “Infinite Song™ a fost compus in anul 2006
utilizand “Mozant The Music Processor™ Software (creat de David
Webber. Anglia) si MilkDrop Visualization Pluz-Ins de Ryan
Geiss(USA) Prezentat in pnma auditie absoluta la Boston Cyberarts
Visual Music Marathon (apnlie 2007, ca proiect al Universitatn din
Boston. USA), el a fost difuzat ulterior de Animation World Network /
VFXWorld - Hollywood. USA (mai 2007). precum $i la festivalul
CYNETart al Acagerme: de Arta Hellerau din Dresda. Germana
}noaembne 2007) In acest an lucrarea este projramata atat la
estivalul Independent Exposure organizal de  Intarnational
Microcinema - Panasonic §i de Asthmatic Kifty Records la San
Francisco tUSAf. cat si la Internatonal Amimalion Festival de la
Melbourne (Australia) Compania de Televiziune Hobnox (USA) a
relual _Infinite song™ In 2008 in cadrul projramului Music
ntelhigence Suita expenmentald Sticky Dances” - compusa cu
Band-in-a-Bax Software (creat de Peter Gannon Canada) s
vizualizala cu un plug-ins de Lucian Wischik (USA) - 3 fost prezenta
in pnma audiie absolutd cu ocazia Siptaméni Muzicn Noi de la
Bucuresti (mai1 2007)

WWW aeocubes com/serbannichifor/classic_biue htmi
www YouTube com/user/serbannichifor
http //www myspace com/nichiforserban

Serban Nichifor
Video m “Infinite Song”™ was composed in 2006 with
“Mozart The Music Procesor” Software (created by David Webber,
England) and MilkDrop Visualization Prulg-ms by Ryan Geiss (USA)
Its premiere was given at Boston Cyberaris Visual Music Marathon (in
Apnl 2007. as a project of the Bosfon University, USA) and was later
resented l:(l)y_’Ammabon World Network / VFXWortd — Holl , USA
En May 2007), as well as at the CYNE Tart Festiva! of the Hellerau
cademy of Arts in Dresden. Germany (in November 2007) This
ear, “Infinite Song” will be present at both the Independent Exposure
eslival organized by Inlernational Microcinema - Panasonic and by
Asthmatic Kitty Records n San Francisco (USA) and at the
international Animation Festival in Melbourne (Austalia) The work
was included n the program of the Hobnox Broaicast Company
{Boston, USA). The expenmental suite .Sticky Dances” - composed
with Band-in-a-Box Software (created by Peter Gannon, Canada),
visuals wnhplag-msb Lucian Wischik (USA) - had its premiere in the
Saptaméana Muzicu Noi (The week of New Music) organized in
Bucharest (in May 2007)
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De asemenea, cele doua lucrari au fost ulterior incluse in Festivalul de la Dresden
(Germania) - 2007 https:/www.scribd.com/doc/259255283/Visual-Music-Marathon-
Dresden-2007 |, la Festivalul International “George Enescu” (13 Septembrie 2007)
https://www.scribd. com/doc/259256601 /Liana-Alexandra-Serban-Nichifor-Visual-
Music-George-Enescu-Festival-13-September-2007 , precum s1 in festivalul “Visual
Music 2009, New York (USA)
https://www.scribd.com/doc/259250353/VISUAL-MUSIC-MARATHON-Booklet

Apl‘il 11, 2009 Northeastern University

MFA COMPUTER ART New York
SVA @ School of VISUAL ARTS m D]g] ta] Sa] on
Liana Alexandra Romania

lianaalexand m@gmail.com
www.geacities.com/lianaalexandra/
classic_blue.html

Computer Music with MAM software visualisations.

3:00

INFINITE SONG, 2006 Serban Nichifor Romania
14:40 serbannichifor@gmail.com

v geadities.com/serbannichifor/
classic_blue.html
Music composed with Moyart 6 software and video composed with Gelss 2_10
free software.
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Festivalul GEORGE ENESCU, 13 sep. 2007,
Liana Alexandra & Serban Nichifor:
opera video "A Sojourn of the Spirit"

Liana Alexandra: premiul "Punto y Raya" la
Festivalul visual music de la
Barcelona, 27 nov. 2009
- impreuna cu Larry Cuba (USA) -

ee-scor
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Tratatul “Introduction to Computer Music” de Liana Alexandra si1 Serban Nichifor (Ed.
Stephanus, Bucuresti, 2009, ISBN 973-7857-25-7) include o descriere detaliata a
tehnicilor utilizate in elaborarea lucrarilor inscrise in genul “visual music” (“video
music”).
http://imslp.org/wiki/Introduction_to_Computer_Music_(Nichifor,_Serban)

SERBAN NICHIFOR
LIANA ALEXANDRA
T T

®lineg

B =
e e A 2= il

e Fermg
PR —=—r HE— |

INTRODUCERE IN COMPUTER MUSIC

Compendiu

LS L LAE |
€ wa
SRS S =
r2radaa

Thank you so much for sending me your updated Infroduction fo
Computer Music. It is a great achievement, and will be of much use fo
your students and people working in the field. Congratulations.
BARRY SCHRADER

Professor - CALARTS: California Arts School of Music

Dear Serban,

Thank you very much for sending your book. I appreciate if very
much.

BEN BIERMAN
Professor - Center for Computer Music at Brooklyn College

Editura Stephanus
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8/15


http://www.free-scores.com

102
LIANA ALEXANDRA: Melody for Orange Fiddle
&'-f == = ' = | O ——
P

1

B ————— Video Chamber Music

1

SERBAN NICHIFOR: Infinite Song

P1 u ;
Copyright (c) by SERBAN NICHIFOR (SABAM)
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Conf.Univ.Dr. Serban Nichifor

COMPOZITORII ROMANI LIANA ALEXANDRA SI SERBAN NICHIFOR —
PIONIERI AT GENULUI “VISUAL MUSIC” (“VIDEO MUSIC”)

- rezumat -

O prezentare a lucrarilor “72 Variations” (2003) de Liana Alexandra si “Infinite Song”
(2003) de Serban Nichifor, ce ilustreaza contributiile celor doi compozitori romani la
prima manifestare a acestui nou gen: “Visual Music Marathon 2007, Northeastern
University, Boston (USA): http://www.music.neu.edu/vmm/

Initiatori ai genului “visual music” (“video music”) in Romania, Liana Alexandra si
Serban Nichifor au sustinut si primul concert de aceasta factura la Filarmonica “George
Enescu”, pe data de 18 mai 2008:
https://www.scribd.com/doc/259254271/Liana-Alexandra-Serban-Nichifor-Video-Music-
Concert-18-May-2008

Cele doua lucrari mentionate mai sus au fost gravate in anul 2008 pe primul DVD
Visual Music realizat in Romania: “Video Music — Cyber Art — Liana Alexandra &
Serban Nichifor”, EDVD 001 Electrecord:
https://www.scribd.com/doc/259253953/Liana-Alexandra-Serban-Nichifor-Video-Music-
Cyber-Art-DVD-2008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__ okc4hQkH4

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=qdQVoPKuoHU

De asemenea, cele doua lucrari au fost ulterior incluse in Festivalul de la Dresden
(Germania) - 2007 https://www.scribd.com/doc/259255283/Visual-Music-Marathon-
Dresden-2007 , la Festivalul International “George Enescu” (13 Septembrie 2007)
https://www.scribd.com/doc/259256601/Liana-Alexandra-Serban-Nichifor-Visual-
Music-George-Enescu-Festival-13-September-2007 , precum si in festivalul “Visual
Music 20097, New York (USA)
https://www.scribd.com/doc/259250353/VISUAL-MUSIC-MARATHON-Booklet

Tratatul “Introduction to Computer Music” de Liana Alexandra si Serban Nichifor (Ed.
Stephanus, Bucuresti, 2009, ISBN 973-7857-25-7) include o descriere detaliata a
tehnicilor utilizate in elaborarea lucrarilor inscrise in genul “visual music” (“video
music”).
http://imslp.org/wiki/Introduction_to Computer Music (Nichifor, Serban)
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