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Alfonso Cavallaro, Six Neapolitan Songs 

 From 1935 to 1936, Alfonso Cavallaro returned to Italy to study at the Conservatory of Saint 
Cecilia in Rome. He worked extensively with Ottorino Respighi (composition) and Francesco Molinari 
(conducting). However, he spent some time in the south, primarily in his native Scafati. While there, he 
developed a close friendship with an "unknown" Italian, Gino Sanno, who apparently wrote the rather 
pedestrian verses that Alfonso later put to music. The compositions were accepted for publication, 
although Mussolini's censors later gave orders prohibiting their release. These pieces, which the 
composer called "mere trifles," are for the most part "love songs," apparently related to some or other 
fling(s) he enjoyed during academic breaks. 

 The six works are:  
Notte e Tempesta — Night and Storm 

‘Nfronte Due Stelle — In Front of Two Stars 
Canzona a Maria — Song to Maria 

Suone Gentile D’Amore — Gentle Sounds of Love 
Passione — Passion 

Ride Mari — Laugh, Mari 

 At one time, I possessed a translation of the texts, but it appears to have vanished over the course 
of several moves. If I am able to find and/or restore it, I shall append it to an updated pdf file of the 
music.  

— Lenny Cavallaro 
13 August 2024 
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