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Circus Suite was written between May and September of 2006. It’s a composition for
wood wind quartet, Viola, Marimba and Prepared Piano. It consists of seven pieces that each
one describes a circus character (Jongleur, Clown etc.). Although music stands by itself, it was
written by the concept to be performed with the screening of a 3D animation movie based on it,
or to be played in a combination of choreography by a modern dancing team.

1. Jongleur: is based on minimalism. Just as a jongleur adds one by one, a ball or a tenpin
in his game, instruments follows one another with their own characteristic motive.

2. Tightrope walker: has a suspenseful tone, describing the concentration and the anxiety
of the performer. Flute has the lead part and you can almost see the acrobat trying to
balance on the tight rope which in this case viola outlines with a single vibrating note.

3. Pantomimist: is a scherzo. Written in free style, with agile short phrases and by the
often use of staccato it obtains a playful character. In this case, composer letting the
audience to imagine any possible scene that music describes.

4. Marionette (in love) : is a Waltz in 5/4 which describes the unsuccessful effort of a
male marionette trying to gain its love. Viola leads with a melancholic melody and the
rest follows.

5. Clown: obviously has a comical character. Bassoon has the lead part and you can
almost see the clown tumble and making some funny faces.

6. Stilt walker: has a grotesque tone and it’s based on Tsamikos (3/4 Greek dance).
Marimba here holds the main motive and rhythm.

7. Fire dancer: beguines sacramentally with palm strikes on strings by the piano making a
crescendo from (pppp) to (f) in order to reach to an ecstatic rhythmic dance in 7/8. It’s a
dynamic piece describing the venturousness of the performer and the exciting spectacle.
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INDEX OF NOTATION SYMBOLS

General Notation

b = 3 quarter tone below
#=3 quarter tone above

/&\ = Short fermata

" ~__ = Slow vibrato

/\/\/\/\/\ = Fast vibrato

Wood wind Notation

L= Key clicks

/‘ = Slap tongue is produced by puffing short tones with the tongue without any air
pressure from the lungs (for flute)

g = Flatterzunge

« . .

" or < = Blow sound (without pitch)

r or I:I = Rich in harmonics (produce random harmonics based on the given pitch)

Viola Notation

b = Half oscillations above and below the sustained pitch

jj jj = Play as fast possible



N

m = Play the highest pitch possible

muted

J] ]] = Cover the strings slightly with your left hand. The sound is without pitch

Marimba Notation

f 7= Play the highest and the lowest pitch possible

)(. = Strike mallets between them

Piano Notation

U - Strike the strings with your palm

. Y " = Produce a roll sound by the rapid movement of your palm inside the
strings



Piano Preparation

Materials you will need: Paper, Pencils (3), Cloth (3 pieces), Triangle beater, Guitar pick

Remove the stand and place it farther back, so that you can have easy access to the strings

. 1) Lay one or two pages of paper (A4) flat across strings (A to A ).
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2) Stick 3 pieces of cloth between strings C, Eflat and G
ﬁ in order to produce the above harmonics (Bflat, G, and D)
= be =
o)
yai
0D O 3) Lay a triangle beater flat across string (F to F). Keep it steady with sticky tape
D s — so that it doesn't bounce when you play the keys or when you have pedal down.
It sounds like a Harpsicord.
0 do o
,"m 2] T,'H” go 4) Stick 3 pencils vertically beetwen C - C#,D# - E
\,)U and F# - G strings. The back side of pencil must be adjacent to
@ the soundboard. The sound that is produced is woody.
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A o I).G. '(_)'
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'\Umv 5) Stick small pieces of paper beetwen the strings of each key.
The sound that is produced is without pitch.
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
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Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Viola

Marimba

Pr. Piano

Romantically J =100

4. Puppeteer

(Marrionette in love)

AKIS FILIOS

( Circus Suite ) vit.  atempo Athens, 2006
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4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite

Prep.Pno.

e “Tre
==
~t - ~t _| .; [ |~ O
N 1 R
_ I [ ]
1 -
— 1
— ! [ 1mNg N
g e 3 N
[ _L [ _ @ |k ﬁ NN Ol [
N —lL -
o~ Ll N
o
V ] A = p_mJ TOA [ YR ~d
“.HHV o
~t || A [ [ N i oM =i
- I |
M N o unu!\
— _ % oL
_ ﬁJ S i A.__
|M Ww ™ O 1 lll— N
1 1 — el |
S
— C
L _ % [ YA
[ .
— — =
M . .
- |\ i o TOA 1 \alll | m
o~ a~ /lnur Dh
VI -1 VI~ p_mJ _ N q MKA
|| ‘HI' H _. >
. a)
I B WI - | mo [ YEN 1 o
_ | = S
1 L _ N[ 3 N N N (VIR AN
m 1] o
1 1~ My m
o | 2 —llL mo
2 e L ||
_ - _ _ M A SHe Ml g
o)
Ie S Ie S [T ) Ie S RN RIH LN RINH RIS Q
253
] N2 it
1 1 1 ol e
o A vy ==
| H’II f.ll-
| | | |
"IA\ n )
e I
[ ol —| | o~ p.mJ | [
(Y .
10 N
i~ o |~ m. TN p.MJ N4 Y| s
N
|~ ld T
=
QL iR L g
i = uy - ; i - - - - %
AL ﬂh..lf [ER 4
A il
hw-u (Yl < T *
N . m Xy
. < .
] ] | & ol 3
= RO O RON RO RONH RON N RO
NG N e en G e N - N N
(Y ~N ~ ~ ~
N —N T —
. . _ . y .
= S 2 Z = £

Ed.042020



4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite

M M M Tes ﬁ %4 Tes Tes 1S
(3 <70 ety
===
e i~ o[ -
1
I LR
Y
A Eivig ~d BEL § 8
L v =
sy
muuu .9i|. ) .O.Diu ~ o| G
N i L= IHMW N 1w
-
ol a{ e -
| | X
& IM” -t B T
Qll o t N
A S} [} » -3
N L -
ol Y b N
/! mi.N
N nup RN O Ne Sy RN RON RO RN
t ol N | .Fu
e NS
L [ 1N iR 1 e
== ALY
| | Lw--; |
L i Ly
l wn
[ YER n.mJ N Q
. N e . =
QL L fmJ 2 | i [ .2
fra) 1T =
oy L T Q1 ™ AMJ
(s ] I~ e ] I~ e LR o
| - " S
> &
il ¥ :
On |'hby. il i~y X ¢©L
1 1 o
q 1 1 1 loH . )
A i 2
u 3 i 5
A'_ i~ == IN @)
G . IS . (R
O m; 1 A Aaul oM _ [ N TEY
< il s M
T M |
L
=}
. NE e W S ([ bt NE d !
-
N
WHV
TR W [ i 1 i [
r o[
1
it M
LN HAN
o 1 AloH mo o1
" " 1 ] ;n_mﬁ 1
i~ i~
hl.lhv
TeA
[ 1 1
NE NG NEo #1 _m_w_m_ n._MWU .%, NE .%,
S\ N S [T ( = 2 = 11
N —N T — N —N T —
= s = g & g
a S 2 2 > s

Prep.Pno.

Ed.042020



rit.

L.
-

—

4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite

=

L.
ol

e,
=0

P
»

fe

H"\

C

[ o T /]
g BT
X

35
35

-

bhe
"Fbhe

]

D

[ o W /]

ANIVAES 3

Fl.

By Cl.

Yok

0]

1
by

X

@

arco

=X

ual B

Ed.042020

pizz.

—

Copyright © 2006 by Akis Filios

Yol

-

pizz.

-

0]

|~ Y]

o o) T

o)

%

g = &

[ fanY

[ o W /]

ANIVAEES 3

35

Bsn.
Vla.
Mrb.

Prep.Pno.
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6. Stilt Walker

( Circus Suite )
AKIS FILIOS

Grotesquery J=2%0 Athens, 2006
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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1. Jongleur

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Playfully J =c. 120 Athens, 2006
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Suspensefully J

2. Tightrope walker

( Circus Suite )
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
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3. Pantomimist
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Athens, 2006

( Circus Suite )
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4. Puppeteer
(Marrionette in love)

( Circus Suite )
Romantically J =100

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006

ﬁ (key clicks)
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5. Clown

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Comically o =120 Athens, 2006
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Grotesquery J =80

6. Stilt walker

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Athens, 2006
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7. Fire dancer

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006
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1. Jongleur

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006

Playfully J=c. 120
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2. Tightrope walker

Suspensefully J =c.. 90

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006
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3. Pantomimist

AKIS FILIOS

( Circus Suite )

Athens, 2006

c. 80

Mysteriously J
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AKIS FILIOS

4. Puppeteer
( Circus Suite )

(Marrionette in love)

Athens, 2006
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5. Clown

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Athens, 2006

=120

Comically J
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6. Stilt walker

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Athens, 2006
o 31 ~
P4 A
Oboe {7 = = 1 1 & = - < u.dl\! i
ANV I'/ % .
3 X
p
36 .
o) /13 /_\ A 2 bﬂ
g €) - o 1\ | J /1 )]
7\ [ ] | I y (7] IHP - i ] & | I y 2 [ 7] 'I/ (7] L] > 4 L] [ ]
109 q 1 | PN [ | I - / 1 | PN Vi ﬁ Vi 4 4_
55
I 7 = 4 Lz 20
P A HR N HR
g\ | I 4 [ YA -1 [ 7] [ 7] | I y x‘J y 2 | I
[ fanY ] [ PN Ji | / [ ] [ PN 1] PN ] [
\Q)” ¥ ¥
mf° v

key clicks

N ) W e W A )

mp

Copyright © 2006 by Akis Filios
Ed.042020



7. Fire dancer

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006
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1. Jongleur

( Circus Suite )

Playfully J=c.120

AKIS FILIOS
Athens, 2006
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1. Jongleur - Circous Suite

Clarinet in Bb
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2. Tightrope walker

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Suspensefully J =c¢. 90 Athens, 2006
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3. Pantomimist

AKIS FILIOS

( Circus Suite )

Athens, 2006
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4. Puppeteer

(Marrionette in love)

AKIS FILIOS

( Circus Suite )

| 6
| 4

Athens, 2006
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5. Clown

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Comically J =120

Athens, 2006
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Athens, 2006

AKIS FILIOS
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( Circus Suite )
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6. Stilt walker
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7. Fire dancer

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
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1. Jongleur

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Athens, 2006

c. 120

Playfully J
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2. Tightrope walker

Suspensefully J =c. 90

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006
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3. Pantomimist
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( Circus Suite )
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3. Pantomimist

( Circus Suite )
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4. Puppeteer

(Marrionette in love)

( Circus Suite

)
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4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite
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5. Clown
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6. Stilt walker

( Circus Suite )
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7. Fire dancer

( Circus Suite )
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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Playfully J=c. 120

1. Jongleur

( Circus Suite )
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1. Jongleur - Circous Suite

Marimba
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2. Tightrope walker

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
Marimba
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3. Pantomimist

( Circus Suite )
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3. Pantomimist - Circus Suite
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3. Pantomimist - Circus Suite

Marimba

EHH'
M On
-
| LY
| .
1
|
o[ N
N O
1N
* <
N
i) IMJ
i~ ._
MI
v
——_HIA
i)
Loy
) 1
B
I/l Il
N
a re
e
N AN

ha

he ®

1 & & |

-

gU-—-—-------

be

N

®
]
|

- e

ANV

A obe

70

73

[ ]

Y 4
| o Y /1

Copyright © 2006 by Akis Filios

Ed.042020



4. Puppeteer

(Marrionette in love)

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
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4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite

Marimba
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5. Clown

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
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6. Stilt walker

AKIS FILIOS

( Circus Suite )
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6.5tilt walker - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite

Marimba
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
Marimba
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Playfully J=c. 120

1. Jongleur

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
Athens, 2006
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1. Jongleur - Circous Suite
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1. Jongleur - Circous Suite
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2. Tightrope walker

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
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2. Tightrope walker - Circus Suite
Pr. Piano
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3. Pantomimist - Circus Suite
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3. Pantomimist - Circus Suite
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4. Puppeteer

(Marrionette in love)

( Circus Suite )
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4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite
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4. Puppeteer - Circus Suite
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Comically =120

5. Clown

( Circus Suite )
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5. Clown - Circus Suite

Pr. Piano

S N
HL
9|
o~ 9|
A A SN
Y
9|
o~ 9|
A AN
E=
Y
M/
Rel 9|
A f AR
2
£ i i
s
(=]
E
=
~ |R n
9|
A “In
)
9 o~
o[ @l | N
o] o
o[l | N
(=]
& 3
E
= GH | 1
E gis
A f
-
ﬁh \U r\_v

he o o
v g P PP
I

e

37

8- -

41

T

-y

rZa)
X -l

]

| 4
3_‘

P

|
 E—
3

1/ o [

»
I_3_I
3

bl.r o

> o

> o

b4
7 4 P
&N = 1

1/

34. SRSy
kw . i
. |
.(nur
| W/
X
S
| i
PSR
LH " -
f_L R
i
|
! i~
Cpl .
Tens
Nee @mN| T

(Remove cloth from
C, Eb, G strings)

)

b

¢

Primo tempo

£
A W

s

17

accelerando

Copyright © by Akis Filios

Ed.042020



6. Stilt walker

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS

Athens, 2006
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6.5tilt walker - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer

( Circus Suite )

AKIS FILIOS
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
Pr. Piano
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
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7. Fire dancer - Circus Suite
Pr. Piano
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