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Little Dino of Phu Kum Khao (Thai:ไดโนน้อยแห่งภูกุ้มข้าว) 

 

Bhannavichaya Vadhanasiriphongs 

 

 This applied Theme & Variations’ piece for solo piano was inspired 

from a children’s book “Little Dino of Phu Kum Khao”. It was sold at 

Siridhorn Museum in Kalasin Province, north east of Thailand.  

 The theme (refers to page 2-3 in a book) represents a green long 

neck Dino as MC introducing himself and a story of Phu Kum Khao, 

with simple melody. The theme composed of A & B, but only A will be 

variated. Each variation refers to every 2 pages the story proceeds. For 

example, 2nd variation (measure 41-56), using high register voicing, 

refers to the dream of abbot (page 6-7). Also, 4th variation (measure 73-

88) using octave with loud, refers to museum building and excavation pit 

(page 10-11). 

From measure 89-108, Dino’s theme was interrupt by the adapted 

melody from “Som Tum (Thai:ส้มตาํ)” by Princess Sirindhorn because 

she was mentioned as whom given the museum named Sirindhorn in 

page 12 & 13. 
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After the 5th variation (measure 109-124), B returns and closing the 

piece by the last return of A, which may be 6th variation or coda. 

However, the harmony of the 6th is simple than the previous according to 

tonal music theory. So, it could also mention that the last appearance of 

A is the original theme and others of A previously are variated. From 

measure 133-148, it refers to the page 18 & 19 of the book, which the 

Dino and his friends are waiting to welcome tourist from everywhere, 

especially the children. 

The piece last about 6 minutes. 

 

 
(Cover of a book “Little Dino of Phu Kum Khao”) 
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